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International Conference
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Contentious Collections in Central and Eastern Europe: The Legacy of Ethnographic
Shows and Beyond
26-27 October 2023
Institute of Latvian History, University of Latvia, Kalpaka bulvaris 4, Riga

Starptautiska conference
Diskutablas kolekcijas Centralaja un Austrumeiropa: kolonialisma un eksotisko
etnografisko izrazu mantojums
26.-27. oktobris
LU Latvijas vestures institiits, Kalpaka bulvaris 4, Riga

PROGRAM / PROGRAMMA
Thursday, 26 October / Ceturtdiena, 26. oktobris

8:00 Registration / Registracija

8:30 Conference Opening / Konferences atklasana

9:00-10:00 PANEL 1

ETHNIC-SHOW INDUSTRY, MATERIAL CULTURE & COLLECTION
ACTIVITIES () / Etnisko izrazu industrija, materiala kulttira un kolekcionésana (1)

Chair / vada: Dagnostaw Demski (\WWarsaw)

Between academia and show business — The Hamburg-based Umlauff companies / Starp
akadémiskajam aprindam un izklaides industriju — Hamburgas Umlauff uznémumi

Hilke Thode-Arora (Munich)

“The animal place”. Nenets encounters with Volkerschauen / “Dzivnieku vieta”. Nencu
pieredze ar Voélkerschauen.

Karina Lukin (Helsinki)

10:00-10:30 Coffee/Tea / Kafijas pauze
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10:30-12:00 KEYNOTE LECTURE

Shows, museums and the legacies of colonialism in countries without colonies / Izrades,
muzeji un kolonialisma mantojums valstis bez kolonijam

Markéta Kiizova (Prague)
12:00 Coffee/Tea / Kafijas pause

12:30-14:30 PANEL 2
CONTENTIOUS COLLECTIONS IN EAST-CENTRAL EUROPE / Diskutablas
kolekcijas Centralaja un Austrumeiropa

Chair / vada: Anna Wieczorkiewicz (Warsaw)

What does it really mean that a collection is contentious? Some theoretical considerations
inspired by the project “Contentious collections. Rethinking the legacy of ethnographic
shows in Central and Eastern Europe” / Ko nozimé diskutabla kolekcija? Dazi teor&tiski
apsveérumi, iedvesmojoties no projekta “Diskutablas kolekcijas. Pardomajot etnografisko izrazu
mantojumu Centraleiropa un Austrumeiropa”

Dominika Czarnecka (Warsaw)

Ethnographic research and right-wing ideology: The controversial case of Balogh
Benedek Barathosi (1870-1945) / Etnografiska izp&te un labgja ideologija: pretrunigi vertéta
Baloga Benedeka Barathosi (1870-1945) lieta

Tatyjana Szafonova (Bratislava) & Istvan Santha (Budapest)

Pieces of Africa at the Estonian National Museum: The origins of the Solomentsev
Collection / Afrikas izcelsmes artefakti Igaunijas Nacionalaja muzeja: Solomencevu kolekcijas
pirmsakumi

Indrek Jaats (Tartu)

The Cultural trajectories of the Dimitri and Ivan Solomentsev Collection / Dimitrija un
Ivana Solomencevu kolekcijas kultiiras trajektorijas

Margaret Tali (Tallinn)
14:30-15:30 Lunch / Pusdienu partraukums

15:30-17:30 PANEL 3

HUMAN REMAINS, ANTHROPOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE & REPATRIATION
ENDEAVOURS / Cilveku mirstigas atliekas, antropologiskas zinaSanas & repatriacijas
centieni

Chair/ vada: Istvan Santha (Budapest)
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Anthropometric histories: Human remains, wax models and science in ethnographical
collections in Hungary in the late 19th century / Antropometrijas vésture: cilvéku mirstigas
atliekas, vaska modeli un zinatne etnografiskajas kolekcijas Ungarija 19. gadsimta beigas

I1diké Sz. Kristof (Budapest)

The boxes on display. Collections of anatomy and ethnic shows / Kastes ekspozicija.
Anatomiskas un etnisko izrazu kolekcijas

Andrea Zittlau (Rostock)

Misplaced heritage. Collection of human remains in the Museum of Man in Wroclaw, its
origins and prospects / Nevieta eso§s mantojums. Vroclavas Cilvéka muzeja cilvéku mirstigo
atlieku kolekcija, tas izcelsme un nakotne

Lukasz Bukowiecki (Warsaw)

After the return of indigenous ancestors. Power—critical reflections on repatriations and
the colonial co-perpetrator society based on the example of the Meckel Collections,
Halle/Saale / Péc pamatiedzivotaju senCu atgrieSanas. Varu kritiz&joSas pardomas par
repatriaciju un kolonialisma Iidzvainigu sabiedribu, balstoties uz Mekela kolekcijam Hallg pie
Zales

Toff Beine (Halle/Saale)

SIDE EVENT

18:00 A guided tour at the Riga Stradins University Anatomy Museum / Referentiem
ekskursija Rigas Stradina universitates Anatomijas muzeja, Kronvalda bulvaris 9, Riga

Friday, 27 October / Piektdiena, 27. oktobris

8:30-10:30 PANEL 4

ETHNIC-SHOW INDUSTRY, MATERIAL CULTURE & COLLECTION
ACTIVITIES (Il) / Etnisko izrazu industrija, materiala kultira & kolekciongsana (I1)

Chair / vada: Dominika Czarnecka (Warsaw)

Human zoo items in the Weltmuseum Wien — a case study / Cilvéku zoodarza objekti
muzejos: Vines Pasaules muzeja piemérs

Clemens Radauer (Vienna)

Unidentified items in poster collections: The case of ethnographic and freak shows /
Neidentific&tas vienibas plakatu un afisu kolekcijas: eksotisko dzivo izstazu piemers

IIze Boldane-Zelenkova (Riga)
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On looking / Vérojot

Ludomir Franczak (Lublin)

Ethnic villages in Hungary built by POWs of WWI represented by the kindred peoples
related to Hungarians in the Archive of the Hungarian Turkologist, Ignac Kunos (1861-
1945), the director of the Oriental Trade Academy in Budapest (in 1891-1922) / Pirma
pasaules kara ungariem radniecigo karagiisteknu buivétie etniskie ciemati Ungarija turkologa
un Budapestas Austrumu tirdzniecibas akadémijas direktora (1891-1922) Ignaka Kunosa
(1861-1945) arhiva

Istvan Santha & Istvan Seres (Budapest)
10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea / Kafijas pause
11:00-12:30 KEYNOTE LECTURE

The legacy of ethnic shows in museum collections — contextualizing ethnographic objects /
Etnisko izrazu mantojums muzeju krajumos — etnografisko priekSmetu kontekstualizeésana

Hilke Thode-Arora (Munich)
12:30-13:00 Coffee/Tea / Kafijas pause

13:00-15:00 PANEL 5
NON-EUROPEAN ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTIONS IN MUSEUM CONTEXTS /
Arpus Eiropas izcelsmes etnografiskas kolekcijas muzeju konteksta

Chair / vada: 1ldiko Sz. Kristéf (Budapest)

The colonial origins of the Slovene Ethnographic Museum: Mid-19th century missionary
collections from North America and Sudan / Slovénijas Etnografiska muzeja koloniala
izcelsme: 19. gadsimta vidus misionaru kolekcijas no Ziemelamerikas un Sudanas

Andreja Mesaric¢ (Prague)

The non-European collection of the Ethnographic Museum in Warsaw. Changing sources
and representations / Arpus Eiropas izcelsmes kolekcijas VarSavas Etnografiskaja muzeja.
Mainigie avoti un reprezentacijas

Dagnostaw Demski (Warsaw)

Tracing the paths of objects: The Vienna World’s Fair (1873) and the formation of
Vienna’s museum collections from a postcolonial perspective / Izsekojot objektu marSrutus:
Pasaules izstade Viné (1873) un Vines muzeja kolekciju veido$anas no postkolonialas
perspektivas

Laura Bohnenblust & Anna-Marie Kroupova (Vienna)
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The Siberian Collection in the Ethnographic Museum in Krakoéw: Research,
reinterpretation and the future / Sibirijas kolekcija Krakovas Etnografiskaja muzeja:
pétnieciba, reinterpretacija un nakotne

Magdalena Zych (Cracow)
15:00-16:00 Lunch / Pusdienu partraukums
16:00-18:30 PANEL 6

CREATING THE EXOTIC / CREATING THE OTHER / Radot eksotisko / radot citado

Chair / vada: Iize Boldane-Zelenkova (Riga)

The circus as a site for familiarizing the exotic and exoticizing the familiar (based on the
archives of the Circus Collection in Julinek) / Cirks ka vieta, kur atpazistamo padarit par
eksotisku, bet eksotisko — par atpazistamu (Julineka cirka kolekcijas arhiva materiali)

Sylwia Siedlecka & Anna Wieczorkiewicz (Warsaw)

Despite the Otherness — Did the Sarrasani Circus influence the presentation of the Wettins
on the Firstenzug in Dresden? / Par spiti citadibai — vai Sarrasani cirks ietekméja Vetinu
dzimtas atspogulojumu sienas gleznojuma (Furstenzug) Drézdeng?

Iveta Coufalova (Prague)

Racialized exotic shows: The reproduction of race, whiteness, and Europeanness/non-
Europeanness in Central and Eastern Europe / Rasiskie eksotiski Sovi: rases, baltuma un
eiropeiskuma/neeiropeiskuma reproducesana Centralaja un Austrumeiropa

Bolaji Balogun (Sheffield) — online

The ‘Other’ within: Biographies of artefacts and ethnographic collections in Albania /
Citadais pasos: Albanijas artefaktu un etnografisko kolekciju biografijas

Silvana Nini & Dorina Arapi (Tirana)

Yugoslav self-representation and conceptions of the Other in cultural exchange activities
within the Non-Aligned Movement / Dienvidslavijas pastéls un priekS$stati par citado kultdiras
apmainas pasakumos Nepievienosanas kustibas ietvaros

Tina Palaié (Ljubljana) — online

SIDE EVENT

20:00 The ‘Gutta’ performance directed by Ludomir Franczak / Ludomira Francaka
iestudgjums “Gutta”. Dirty Deal Teatro, Talsu iela 1, Agenskalns, Riga



