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Ja més uz mirkli iedomatos, ka ari zinatné notikuso pagatnes un tagadnes socialo
procesu vésturisko dinamiku spétu attélot ar kartografijas palidzibu, lidzigi ka
kalnu grédu un upju linijas, kamielu vai pingvinu populaciju vietas, tad varétu
jautat: kura vieta uz “kartes” batu mekléjama véstures zinatne Latvija? Vai ta
atklatos mums ka teritorija, sala, oaze, nomale vai kermenis?

Par véstures zinatni Latvija un tai piederigo pétnieku kopienu domajot, ir
jaatgriezas garlaicigi biedéjosaja tagadné, kas 1idz apnikumam atgadina par noza-
res socialo prestizu un simbolisko kapitalu: pédéjos gados ir notikusi kvalitativa
paaudzu maina un palielinajusies distance ar padomju un postpadomju periodu,
par ko liecina ievérojams skaits pétijumu Latvijas vésturé hronologiski un tema-
tiski loti plasa tvéruma, tomeér nozare saglaba savu ieks$éjo noslégtibu. Iespéjams,
ka sadai véstures zinatnes kolektiva “kermena konstitiicijai” ir vairaki iemesli:
mes, nozares parstaviji, neesam sistematiski iedzilinajusies $is zinatnes “kermena”
anatomija, it seviski padomju perioda radito patologiju un disfunkciju izcelsmé
un sekas, labi zinadami, ka véstures zinatne bija ideologiski angazéta joma, kas
pielagoja un pielagojas sistémisko pagriezienu konjunktarai; drosi vien tiesi tapéc
nokluséjuma rezima Latvijas sabiedriba arvien latenta forma saglabajas piesar-
dziga attieksme pret véstures zinatni un, ja misu manas to spéj just, freidiska
“ignuma” radita ragta pécgarsa nozareé.
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Lai So stavokli mainitu, bitu javeicina nozares ieks$éjas debates par véstures
zinatnes sistematisku izpéti. Un vél viens “ignuma” un neértuma iemesls izriet
no iepriekséja: véstures zinatne Latvija garaja padomju perioda ilgstosi atradas
arpus dzilas ietekmes zinatnu diskursiem par metodi, jédzieniem un interpre-
tacijam socialajas un humanitarajas jomas, kuru rosinatie “pagriezieni” (turns)
paliekosi izmainija Rietumu zinatnes un zinasanu kultdru. Si intelektuala atsve-
$inatiba Latvijas véstures zinatné postpadomju posma netika parvaréta, ta tika
kompenséta ar novecojusiem, ideologiski pielagotiem un nezinatniskiem nacio-
nala romantisma, krievu impérisko narativu un marksistisko fantaziju raditiem
jédzieniem, konstrukcijam un interpretacijam, it seviski par viduslaiku un jauno
laiku véstures témam domajot.

Sie anahronismi ir atstajusi nospiedumus véstures zinatné, vésturnieku
domasana, valodas pieradumos un narativa, ka ari Latvijas sabiedribas kolek-
tivaja atmina. Latvijas pagatne tas daudzveidiba un laika mérama dziluma tika
tadéjadi atsvesinata no cilvékiem, kam $odien nepieciesama emocionala piesaiste
$ai valstij. Tuvinasanas elitarajai intelektualo sarunu telpai, ko rada metodes dis-
kurss, un ieklausanas Rietumu zinatnes daudzbalsigaja kulttiras fenomenu para-
digma notiek tikai tagad. Slieksnis ir parkapts. Un véstures lielo un mazo formu
narativu parrakstiSana un jaunrade ka eksistenciala zinatnes nozares nepiecie-
$amiba un domasanas atjaunotne Latvija ir sakusies.

Zinatnes praktiska jéga un kolektivais labums ir piesaukti ka “mérs” vai
“svars”, ar kuru zinatnieku kopienai ir un bija javar pamatot un attaisnot sava
eksistence un cena. Ja izpratni par zinatnes uzdevumiem vienkarsoti reducé lidz
formulai “savakt datus un aprakstit tos”, tad pazaudéts ir batiskais — kritiska
informacijas analize un interpretacija, bet $ada pieeja zinatniekiem liek justies
vainigiem un meklét vardus aizstavibai vai savas eksistences attaisnojumiem.
Ilgstosi kaltusaja postpadomju kultarslani magnolijas nezied.

Pagatne un iespéja to skaidrot nepieder tikai vésturniekiem. Jautajums, ja
tads tiktu uzdots, varétu but par lidzekliem, formam un tehnikam, mérkiem un
nolikiem, ar kuriem un kuru dé| ir iespéjamas refleksijas par pagatni, pieméram,
ka “vésture”, episka drama, romans, opera vai luga. “Vésturei” ir daudz seju, gri-
masu, balsu, intonaciju un nokrasu. Saja daudzveidiba un konkuréjoso véstijumu
ainava troksna elements biis jautajums par izstastitas pagatnes ticamibu.

Vésturniekiem pagatnes procesu izpéte ir profesionala izvéle un nepieciesa-
miba, savukart sabiedribai kopuma $adas vajadzibas un pienakuma nav; kolektiva
vajadziba péc “véstures” ir neikdieniska, jo socialo kopienu uzvediba un komu-
nikacija to dikté psihologiska, eksistenciala, identitates un satversmes krize un
apjausts apdraudéjums. Sadas situicijas “véstures” utilitarais raksturs mainas,
tas vértiba, 11dzigi retai precei, pieaug un nozime politisko ritualu komunikacija



Andris Levans
VESTURES PARRAKSTISANA KA NEPIECIESAMIBA UN IGNUMS ZINATNES KULTURA 7

mainas, ja pagatni apraksto$ais narativs tiek samérots ar tradiciju un identitates
mérauklu.

Par vésturi, ja esam gatavi pienemt precizu jédziena lietojumu un uztvert to
ka narativu par pagatné notikuso, populari pierasts teikt, ka tas “miesa un kauli”
ir fakti. Tacu “fakti”, ja ar varda lietojumu plasaka nozimé saprotam noslégtu
darbibu, pasi par sevi nepastav, tie tiek raditi: 1idzigi citiem verbalas izteiksmes
lidzekliem, kas nepiecieSsami argumentétam pagatnes vai tagadnes attélojumam
stastijuma forma; “fakti” ir prata konstrukcijas, kuras apraksta realitaté vai iztélé
raditus “notikumus”, attiecibu konstelacijas, darbibas, vietas un personas. Par
vésturniekiem varétu teikt, ka amats liek prast veidot pagatni dzili un analitiski
reflektéjosus narativus; §is prasmes, protams, neatce] “profesionalos” riskus, kuru
deé] ari akadémiski izglitoti vésturnieki médz iekrist diletantisma lamatas; iemesli
$adam bistamam pavérsienam var but dazadi, bet biezak sastopamie ir atpazis-
tami vinu producétajos tekstos un publiskajos stastos.

Popularajiem un kolektivajiem “tautas” pagatnes narativiem ir sarezgitas
attiecibas ar akadémisko un elitaro “vésturi™ publiskaja pagatnes diskursa vie-
tas pietiktu abiem, tacu strida par atbilstibu, ticamibu un precizitati izpratné par
pagatni un tas artefaktu — tekstu, lietu, attélu un ideju - interpretaciju liek tam
konkurét, konfliktét un tomér ari vienai otru papildinat. Pétljumi par atsevis-
kam Latvijas véstures témam ir svarigi, tacu tas bus atseviskas pagatnes epizozu
rekonstrukcijas. Lai izveidotu lielo narativu, kas rada emocionalo piesaisti, atse-
viskas epizodes un mazas formas narativi ir jaapvieno. Kameér tas nav izdarits,
lielais narativs neveidojas. Tiesi §1 “véstures” forma rada kopienas emocionalo
piesaisti vésturiskajai telpai, cilvékiem un Satversmei — valstij.

Jautajums ir vecs ka misu pieredzes radita pasaule: ar ko nodarbojas vés-
tures zinatne, un kadas “praktiski” lietojamas vértibas ta rada? Atbilde ir skie-
tami vienkarsa: vésturnieki péta pagatné notikuso jeb citiem vardiem - cilvéku
sabiedribas to vésturiskaja mainiguma un socialo izpausmju daudzveidiba; un vél
varétu piebilst, ka vésturnieki rada izpétes rezultatos balstitas jaunas zinasanas
par $im pagatnes sabiedribam, uzdod jautajumus, laujas skepsei un $aubam par
skietami labi zinamo, atklaj ne tikai jaunas liecibas par sena vai nesena pagatné
nogrimusu realitati, bet arl izmégina neparastas izpétes metodes, piedava jaunas
interpretacijas un meklé citas atbildes. Mulsinogais varétu bt tas, ka vésturnieki,
lidzigi stasto$u tekstu autoriem, rada narativu.

Vésture, ja spéjam vienoties, ka runajam par formu, ka izsakam savu izpratni
par pagatné notikuso, kadai sabiedribas dalai var skist aizdomiga, ja téma nav
pietiekami patriotiska, politiski pielietojama un neturpina vai nebalstas nacio-
nalo un ideologisko autoritagu paustajas aksiomas. Protams, skatijumi, kadai ir
jabut vésturei un kas “jadara” ar pagatni “vésturniekam”, moderna sabiedriba ir
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atskirigi; tos atskir cilvéki un grupas vai nisas, kuram ir vai nav ietekme, pie-
méram, uz zinatnes politikas procesiem. Zinatne un zinatnieki arvien kadam,
ari varas elitém, $kitis aizdomigi $o un citu iemeslu, bet ari nesaprotamibas dél.

Zinatnes konjunktira liek un mudina sekot jauniem mérkiem. Kameér nacio-
nalo zinatnes ietvaru Latvijas politikas veidotaji ideologisku apsvérumu dé] nav
atcélusi, tikmeér spéka bus téze: zinatniskus pétijumus, kurus konkurétspéjiga
kvalitaté var veikt musu zinatnisko institdciju un valsts algoti vésturnieki par
$is kultartelpas pagatnes tematisko un hronologisko daudzveidibu, nevar aiz-
stat importéti véstures narativi. Protams, ta batu l1étak. Intelektuala tuksnesa
ainavas veido$anas, izztistot motivacijas tdenu kanaliem un izzadot zinatnisko
humanitaro instititu un studiju programmu oazém, ir lénas beigas. Sim 0azém
nevajadzétu but intelektualu patvéruma vietam no pasaules, kurai vini/vinas ir
parak dargi un neérti pétamo tému dél, bet gan dinamiskam un neértu sarunu
vietam, kuras dzimst jaunu ideju pasaules.

Saja Latvijas Véstures Institiuta Zurnala numura ir lasami jauni un origi-
nali pétjjumi par Eiropas un Latvijas véstures zinatné svarigam témam ar lielu
izzinas potencialu, atklajot jaunas detalas par Skietami labi zinamo un atverot
durvis uz vél nezinamo, ka ari publicéts arhivu dzilés glabats neparasts avotu
materials.

Romas pavestu apustulisko véstulu retorika, kas konceptuali pamato kristi-
gas misijas sakralo un politisko mérki toposaja Livonija, lasami literari stilizéti
dabas parveides télojumi. Ar augu, tidens, zemes un auglibas/neauglibas metaforu
un alegoriju palidzibu kirijas autori pieSkira parmainam kristietibas polarizé-
tajas socialajas un telpiskajas struktiiras simboliska véstijuma nozimi, kas lava
ieviest noskirumu starp profano vietu un sakralo ainavu, legitimét kristigo misiju
un iedibinat jaunas institucionalas un varas attiecibas. Dabas simboliskas par-
veides narativu nesosie poétiskas télrades lidzekli Romas kirijas retorika pildija
teologiskas un politiskas argumentacijas funkcijas, kuru izpéte turpina Zurnala
iepriekséja izdevuma (2024/2) iesakto tému par dabas retorisko ieklausanu un
paklausanu viduslaiku Livonijas sakralaja ainava 13. gadsimta pirmaja pusé un
Livonijas loci amoeni (piemiligas vietas) ka literaras télrades instrumentu. Karijas
dabas parveides retorikas paraugu ietekme ir atklajama Rigas domkapitula pro-
ducéto tekstu - dokumentu un véstures narativa — valoda; Sie teksti atdarinaja
un parnéma kirijas satura un stila paraugus, ka ari forméja Livonijas dabas sti-
lizacijas narativu un politiskas komunikacijas tradiciju (Andris Levans, Ridolfs
R. Vitolins).

Diplomatija Eiropas 18. gadsimta sakuma geopolitika bija neparedzamu seku
un pieredzes lauks, ja varas un ietekmes pardali Baltijas jiras telpa, ka ierasts,
risinaja karavadoni un armijas: Jana Platera diplomatiska misija Riga un Vidzemé
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1710.-1716. gada darbojas Polijas-Lietuvas kopvalsts interesés, tacu bez Seima
oficialas pilnvaras. Sarunas ar krievu cara Pétera I parstavjiem Riga bija jauzsak
péc iespéjas atrak, ja Polijas karaliste gribéja panakt sev izdevigu militaro un eko-
nomisko jautajumu regulégjumu Kurzemé un Inflantija. Platera misija bija jauna
forma Polijas-Lietuvas kopvalsts diplomatija, kas lava, apejot Seimu, tie§ak un
dinamiskak risinat kritiskas situacijas arpolitika (Mindaugas Sapoka).

Latvie$u pareja Maskavas patriarhata krievu pareizticiba sakas 19. gadsimta
40.-50. gados un bija Krievijas impérijas iestazu vadits un uzraudzits process.
Latvijas pareizticigas baznicas attiecibas ar valsti un sabiedribu 20. gadsimta 20.-
30. gados, atrodoties Maskavas patriarhata jurisdikcija, atklajas ne tikai publiski
provokativaja jautdjuma par tas krieviskumu vai latviskumu. Saja laika veikto
statistikas datu apkopojumi lauj konstatét latviesu pareizticigo draudzu kvantita-
tivas dinamikas pieaugumu, kas savukart dod iespéju skaidrot socialos procesus
baznicas struktiiras ka $o draudzu ietekmes palielinasanos (Baiba Pazane).

Lietuvas politiskas sistémas attistiba ir piedzivojusi spraigu parlamentaro
posmu 1920.-1926. gada un atjaunota valstiskuma laiku 1990.-2020. gada.
Izpratni par socidlo un politikas procesu dinamiku lauj iegit abiem posmiem
raksturigo elementu - partiju, vélésanu un konstitucionali tiesisko aspektu - sali-
dzinosa sistémiska, institucionali juridiska un vésturiska analize. Sada analize
lauj konstatét vienas valsts ietvaros un demokratijas apstaklos vésturiski determi-
nétas dazadas politisko sistému, institucionalo struktiiru un politiskas ietekmes
stratégijas, kas atskirigi ietekméja valstiskuma attistibu, nacionalas identitates un
etniskas politikas uztveri, ka ari Lietuvas sabiedribas kolektivo attieksmi batisku
izvélu un parmainu konteksta 20.-21. gadsimta (Martinas Maluzinas).

Latvijas valstiskuma atjaunos$anas vésturé arpolitikas ilgtermina koncepcijas
izveide un definétie mérki 20. gadsimta 90. gadu pirmaja pusé atklaj geopolitisko
izvélu virzienu - tuvinasanos Rietumu eiroatlantiskajam institiicijam un piesar-
dzigu attalinasanos no Krievijas. Integracija NATO un Eiropas Savieniba par
oficialu Latvijas arpolitikas mérki tika deklaréta 1995. gada. Ka $ada arpolitikas
koncepcija ietekméja Latvijas iekSpolitisko procesu attistibu un ka raksturojama
prezidenta, parlamenta, valdibu un arlietu ministru darbiba tas realizé$ana, lauj
skaidrot vésturisko procesu analize (Janis Tauréns).

Klaipédas apgabala aneksija 1939. gada marta bija vél viens Vacijas agresivas
geopolitikas solis Eiropa, kas tuvinja jaunam pasaules karam. Polijas sttnieci-
bas dazada ranga darbinieki Riga dazas dienas péc Klaipédas aneksijas sttija
Arlietu ministrijai Var$ava zinojumus par Latvija vérotajiem noskanojumiem un
reakcijam sabiedriba un presé. So véstures avotu publikacija atklaj jaunas un lidz
$im nezinamas detalas, tulkojums un komentari Jaus precizak uztvert to saturu
vésturiskaja konteksta (Eriks Jékabsons).
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Ar eseju stilam piemitosu vieglumu un intrigéjosu intonaciju polemisko un
nepieradinato atklaj zurnala publicétie gramatu apskati, kas veltiti divam mono-
grafijam. Baltijas apgaismibas fenomenu palidz izzinat un saprast pietuvinajums
konkrétiem cilvékiem un tekstiem, kuri radija un pasi iemiesoja laikmeta vados$as
idejas. Paula Daijas monografija ir $ads pietuvinajums 18. gadsimta beigu un
19. gadsimta pirmas puses ideju pasaulei, kas Baltijas kultartelpa forméja citadu
izpratni par literatras un gramatu lasiSanu ka kultaras pieredzi; tas ietekmeé
veidojas jauna - latviesu literattira. So kultiiras procesu izpéte atklaj lidz $im
nezinamas detalas un $kautnes Baltijas vacu intelektualu un rakstnieku ka
starpnieku kolektivaja biografija un subjektivaja portretéjuma (Raivis Bicevskis).
Latvijas valstiskas suverenitates partrauksana un atcel$ana, PSRS istenojot okupa-
ciju un aneksiju, bija 1939.-1940. gada mérktiecigi sagatavotas politikas rezultats
ekspansijai Baltija. Sim notikumu kompleksam ir veltiti neskaitimi pétijumi, kas
meklé un piedava atbildes un versijas uz $kietami vienkarsiem jautdjumiem - ka,
pieméram, PSRS izdevas nosaciti viegli un bez institticiju un sabiedribas pretesti-
bas realizét Latvijas okupaciju? Aivara Strangas monografija apraksta un skaidro
Latvijas iekspolitiskas situacijas specifiku un valdibas izdaritas izvéles, PSRS iste-
noto ietekmes stratégiju un Eiropas valstu valdibu atturigi vérojoso attieksmi pret
Latvijas, arl Lietuvas un Igaunijas valstiskuma likvidaciju. Toreiz, lai legitimétu
$adus acimredzamus starptautisko tiesibu parkdpumus, PSRS maldinaja gan
Latvijas, gan starptautisko sabiedribu ar retorisko argumentu par “tautas gribu”.
Sodien $is pétijums lauj precizi argumentét, ka PSRS istenota agresiva politika ir
vértéjama ka rupjs starptautisko tiesibu parkapums un okupacijas fakts neatcéla
Latvijas valsts ka starptautiska tiesibu subjekta konstitucionalo nepartrauktibu
(Janis Pleps).

Sim Latvijas Véstures Institita Zurnala numuram bija jatop viegli, ta¢u
notika pretéjais, un radiSanas process kéras un lidz pédéjai zimei manuskripta
un maketa likumoja daudz ilgak, neka laika limits pielauj. Darbs ir paveikts.
Autoriem un autorém es vélos pateikties par labiem tekstiem, pacietibu un iztu-
ribu kopigaja darba, slipéjot un precizéjot saturu un stilu, ka ari par sapratni un
atbildigo attieksmi. Katrs zinatniska Zurnala numurs, un atkal atkartosu pasa
teikto, kura redakciju un autorus vada vizija par modernas zinatnes izcilu snie-
gumu un kas pretendé uz augstu kvalitati, pieprasa no visam iesaistitajam pusém
véribu pret detalam un kopéjo kontekstu, skaidru konceptualu redzéjumu un
pardomatu intelektualo, tehnisko un finansu resursu ieguldijumu. Ja $aja darba
prieku un azartu médz apénot nogurums, skepse un laika bads, tad $im blak-
ném tomeér nav lemts aizénot prieku par zinatniski augstvértiga Zzurnala numura
iznaksanu. Patiesas pateicibas vardus es gribu veltit latviesu valodas literara-
jai redaktorei Inarai Stasulanei un anglu valodas literarajai redaktorei Antrai
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Legzdinai par pacietibu, véribu, atsaucibu un rapibu, ka ari Latvijas Universitates
Akadémiska apgada personalam un Latvijas Universitatei par atbalstu.

Godatas lasitajas un lasitaji, es novélu Jums atklasanas prieku, lasot Saja
numura publicétos tekstus par Latvijas un Baltijas pagatné nogrimusajam pasau-
lém un cilvékiem. Véstures zinatne piedava Jums un mums iespéju sarunaties un
domat, argumentét un stridéties par pagatni un to skaidrojosajiem narativiem,
ta lauj bat mums briviem.



12 LATVIJAS VESTURES INSTITUTA ZURNALS 2 (124) 2025

THE REWRITING OF HISTORY AS A NECESSITY AND
AN UNEASINESS IN THE CULTURE OF SCIENCE

If we were to imagine for a moment that the historical dynamics of past and
present social processes in science could be depicted through cartography, much
like mountain ranges and river courses, or the locations of camel or penguin
populations, then we might ask: where on the “map” would the discipline of his-
tory in Latvia be found? Would it appear to us as a territory, an island, an oasis,
a periphery, or a body?

When considering the field of history in Latvia and its research community,
one must return to the drearily daunting present, which serves as a constant
reminder of the discipline’s social prestige and symbolic capital. In recent years,
there has been a significant generational shift, and the distance from the Soviet
and post-Soviet periods has grown, as evidenced by a considerable number of
studies on Latvian history covering a very broad chronological and thematic
scope; nevertheless, the discipline remains internally insular. There may be sev-
eral reasons for this collective “body constitution” of historical science: we, as
representatives of the field, have not systematically delved into the anatomy of
the “body” of Latvian historical science, especially the origins and consequences
of the pathologies and dysfunctions created during the Soviet period, knowing
tull well that historical science was an ideologically engaged field that adapted
to and was shaped by the circumstances of systemic shifts. It is highly likely that
this is precisely why, in Latvian society, a cautious attitude toward the study of
history persists in a latent form by default, along with - if our senses are attuned
to it — the bitter aftertaste in the field caused by Freudian “uneasiness”.

To change this situation, we should encourage an internal debate within
the field regarding the systematic study of the history of science. Another
source of “uneasiness” and discomfort stems from the previous point: During
the long Soviet period, the discipline of history in Latvia remained largely out-
side the influence of scholarly discourses on methodology, concepts, and inter-
pretations in the social sciences and humanities, whose “turns” permanently
transformed Western culture of science and knowledge. This intellectual alien-
ation in Latvian academia was not overcome in the post-Soviet period. It was
compensated for with outdated, ideologically adapted, and unscientific concepts,
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constructs, and interpretations generated by national romanticism, Russian impe-
rial narratives, and Marxist fantasies, particularly when considering topics in
medieval and modern history.

These anachronisms have left their mark on the discipline of history, on
historians’ thinking, on linguistic conventions and narratives, and on the col-
lective memory of Latvian society. Latvia’s past, in all its diversity and depth
measured in time, has thus been alienated from people who today and now need
an emotional connection to this country. The convergence with the elitist space
of intellectual discourse created by methodological discourse, and the integration
into the polyphonic paradigm of cultural phenomena in Western scholarship, is
only now taking place. The threshold has been crossed. And the rewriting and
creation of narratives in the grand and minor forms of history - as an existential
necessity for the scientific field and a renewal of thought in Latvia — has begun.

The practical significance of science and the common good have been
invoked as the “yardstick” or “measure” by which the scientific community must
and has had to justify its existence and value. If the understanding of science’s
tasks is simplistically reduced to the formula “collect data and describe it”, then
the essential - critical analysis and interpretation of information - is lost, but
such an approach makes scientists feel guilty and forces them to look for words
to defend themselves or justify their existence. In the long-forged post-Soviet
cultural landscape, magnolias do not bloom.

The past and the ability to interpret it do not belong solely to historians.
The question, if one were to be posed, might concern the means, forms, and
techniques, as well as the goals and intentions, through which and for which
reflections on the past are possible — for example, as “history”, epic drama, novel,
opera, or theatrical play. “History” has many faces, expressions, voices, into-
nations, and nuances. In this diversity and landscape of competing narratives,
the element of noise will be the question of the credibility of the past as told.

While for historians the study of past processes is a professional choice and
a necessity, society as a whole has no such need or obligation; the collective need
for “history” is extraordinary, as it is dictated in the behaviour and communi-
cation of social communities by psychological, existential, identity’s, and con-
stitutional crises, as well as a perceived threat. In such situations, the utilitarian
nature of “history” changes; its value, like that of a rare commodity, increases,
and its significance in political ritual communication shifts when the narrative
describing the past is measured against the yardstick of tradition and identity.

When it comes to history - if we are willing to accept the precise use of
the term and view it as a narrative of past events - it is commonly said that its
“flesh and bones” are facts. However, “facts” — if we understand the word in its
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broader sense to mean a completed action — do not exist on their own; they are
created: much like other means of verbal expression necessary for a reasoned
depiction of the past or present in narrative form; “facts” are mental constructs
that describe “events”, constellations of relationships, actions, places, and persons
created in reality or in the imagination. One might say that historians' profession
requires them to construct deeply analytical and reflective narratives of the past;
these skills, of course, do not eliminate the “professional” risks that cause even
academically trained historians to fall into the trap of dilettantism. The reasons
for such a dangerous turn of events may vary, but the most common ones are
recognisable in the texts they produce and in their public narratives.

Popular and collective “folk” narratives of the past have a complex relation-
ship with academic and elitist “history”: there is room for both in public discourse
on the past, yet the dispute over the appropriateness, credibility, and accuracy of
interpretations of the past and its artefacts - texts, objects, images, and ideas -
forces them to compete, conflict, and yet also complement one another. Research
on particular themes in Latvian history is important, but these will remain iso-
lated reconstructions of past episodes. To create the grand narrative that fosters
emotional attachment, these individual episodes and small-scale narratives must
be brought together. Until this is done, this grand narrative will not take shape.
It is precisely this form of “history” that creates the community’s emotional con-
nection to the historical space, people, and Constitution - the nation.

The question is as old as the world shaped by our experience: what does
the discipline of history study, and what “practical” value does it offer? The answer
is seemingly simple: historians study what happened in the past - in other words,
human societies in their historical change and the diversity of their social expres-
sions; and one might add that historians generate new knowledge about these past
societies based on the results of their research, ask questions, allow for scepti-
cism and doubt regarding what is seemingly well-known, uncover not only new
evidence about realities lost in the distant or recent past, but also experiment
with unconventional research methods, develop new interpretations, and seek
alternative answers. What may be confusing is that historians, like authors of
narrative texts, create a narrative.

History, if we can agree that we are talking about the form in which we
express our understanding of what happened in the past, may seem suspicious
to some segments of society if the topic is not sufficiently patriotic, politically
applicable, and does not continue or is not based on the axioms expressed by
national and ideological authorities. Of course, views on what history should be
and what a “historian” should “do” with the past differ in modern society; they
are shaped by people and groups or niches that do or do not have influence, for
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example, on science policy processes. Science and scientists will always seem
suspicious to some, including the ruling elites, for these and other reasons, but
also due to of a lack of understanding.

The current state of science compels and encourages us to pursue new goals.
As long as Latvian policymakers have not abolished the national science frame-
work for ideological reasons, the following thesis will remain valid: scientific
research — which can be conducted at a competitive level by our scientific insti-
tutions and state-funded historians on the thematic and chronological diversity
of this cultural space’s past — cannot be replaced by imported historical narra-
tives. Of course, that would be cheaper. The shaping of an intellectual desert, as
the channels of motivation dry up and the oases of humanities institutes and
study programmes vanish, is a slow demise. These oases should not be places of
refuge for intellectuals from a world that finds them too expensive and uncom-
fortable to study, but rather dynamic and spaces for uncomfortable conversation
where new worlds of ideas are born.

This issue of the Journal of the Institute of Latvian History features new and
original research on topics of great significance to European and Latvian his-
torical scholarship, revealing new details about the seemingly well-known and
opening doors to the yet unknown, as well as publishing rare source material
preserved in the depths of archives.

The rhetorical style of the Apostolic Letters of the Pope of Rome, which
conceptually underpin the sacred and political objectives of the Christian mis-
sion in the emerging Livonia, contains literary depictions of the transformation
of nature. Using metaphors and allegories of plants, water, earth, and fertility/
barrenness, the authors of the Curia imbued social changes within Christianity’s
polarised social and spatial structures with symbolic meaning, which allowed
them to establish a distinction between the profane space and the sacred land-
scape, legitimise the Christian mission, and establish new institutional and power
relations. The poetic devices conveying narratives of nature’s symbolic transfor-
mation served theological and political argumentative functions in the rhetoric of
the Roman Curia; the exploration of this topic began in a journal’s previous issue
(2024/2) on the rhetorical incorporation and subjugation of nature in sacred land-
scape of medieval Livonia during the first half of the 13" century and Livonia’s
loci amoeni (lovely places) as instruments of literary imagery. The influence of
the Curia’s rhetorical models for the transformation of nature can be seen in
the language of the texts produced by Riga Cathedral Chapter - documents and
historical narratives; these texts imitated and adopted the Curia’s models of con-
tent and style, and shaped the narrative of Livonia’s stylised nature and the tra-
dition of political communication (by Andris Levans and Ridolfs R. Vitolins).
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In the geopolitics of early 18" century Europe, diplomacy was a field of
unpredictable consequences and experiences, as the redistribution of power and
influence in the Baltic Sea region was, as usual, determined by military rulers
and armies: Jan Plater’s diplomatic mission in Riga and Livland (Vidzeme) from
1710 to 1716 acted in the interests of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, but
without official authorisation from the Sejm. Negotiations with representatives
of Russian Tsar Peter I in Riga had to begin as soon as possible if the Kingdom
of Poland wished to secure favourable terms regarding military and economic
matters in Courland and Inflanty. Plater’s mission represented a new form of
diplomacy within the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, allowing for a more
direct and dynamic approach to resolving critical foreign policy situations by
bypassing the Sejm (by Mindaugas Sapoka).

The conversion of Latvians to Russian Orthodoxy under the Moscow
Patriarchate began in the 1840s and 1850s and was a process directed and
supervised by the authorities of the Russian Empire. The relationship between
the Latvian Orthodox Church and the state and society in the 1920s and 1930s,
while under the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate, is revealed not only in
the publicly contentious question of whether it was Russian or Latvian in char-
acter. The statistics compiled during this period reveal a quantitative growth in
Latvian Orthodox congregations, which in turn helps explain social processes
within church structures as an increase in the influence of these congregations
(by Baiba Pazane).

The development of Lithuania’s political system has undergone a turbulent
parliamentary phase from 1920 to 1926 and a period of revived statehood from
1990 to 2020. An understanding of the dynamics of social and political processes
can be gained through a comparative systemic, institutional-legal, and histor-
ical analysis of the element’s characteristic of both periods - namely, parties,
elections, and constitutional-legal aspects. Such an analysis makes it possible to
identify, within a single country and under democratic conditions, historically
determined differences in political systems, institutional structures, and strat-
egies of political influence, which have had varying effects on the development
of statehood, the perception of national identity and ethnic policy, as well as
the collective attitude of Lithuanian society in the context of significant choices
and changes in the 20""-21* centuries (by Martinas Maluzinas).

In the history of Latvia’s renewed statehood, the development of a long-term
foreign policy concept and the goals defined in the first half of the 1990s reveal
a direction in geopolitical choices - a rapprochement with Western Euro-Atlantic
institutions and a cautious distancing from Russia. Integration into NATO and
the European Union was declared an official goal of Latvia’s foreign policy in



Andris Levans
THE REWRITING OF HISTORY AS A NECESSITY AND AN UNEASINESS IN THE CULTURE 17

1995. An analysis of historical processes sheds light on how this foreign policy
concept influenced the development of Latvia’s inner political processes and how
the actions of the president, parliament, government, and foreign minister in
implementing it can be characterised (by Janis Tauréns).

The annexation of the Klaipéda region in March 1939 was yet another step
in Germany’s aggressive geopolitical policy in Europe, bringing the world closer
to a new world war. A few days after the annexation of Klaipéda, officials of var-
ious ranks at the Polish legation in Riga sent reports to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Warsaw regarding the mood and reactions observed in Latvia among
the public and in the press. The publication of these historical sources reveals
new and previously unknown details; the translation and commentary will allow
for a more accurate understanding of their content within the historical context
(by Eriks Jékabsons).

With the characteristic lightness and intriguing tone of an essay, the book
reviews published in the journal - dedicated to two monographs - explore
the controversial and unconventional. A closer look at the specific individuals
and texts that created and embodied the leading ideas of the era helps us explore
and understand the phenomenon of the Baltic Enlightenment. Monograph by
Pauls Daija offers such an approach to the intellectual landscape of the late 18
and early 19" centuries, which shaped a distinct understanding of literature and
reading as a cultural experience within the Baltic cultural sphere; under its influ-
ence, a new form of literature — Latvian literature — was born. The study of this
cultural process reveals previously unknown details and facets in the collective
biography and subjective portrayal of Baltic German intellectuals and writers
as intermediaries (by Raivis Bicevskis). The suspension and abolition of Latvia’s
state sovereignty, following the Soviet Union’s occupation and annexation, was
the result of a deliberately planned policy of expansion in the Baltic region carried
out in 1939-1940. Countless studies have been devoted to this complex of events,
seeking and offering answers and interpretations to seemingly simple questions -
such as, how did the USSR manage to carry out the occupation of Latvia rel-
atively easily and without resistance from institutions or society? Monograph
by Aivars Stranga describes and explains the specific nature of Latvia’s inner
political situation and the choices made by the government, the strategy of influ-
ence implemented by the USSR, and the cautious, watchful attitude of European
governments toward the abolition of statehood in Latvia, as well as in Lithuania
and Estonia. At the time, to legitimise such blatant violations of international law,
the USSR misled both the Latvian and international communities with the rhe-
torical argument of the “will of the people”. Today, this study allows us to argue
with certainty that the aggressive policy implemented by the USSR constitutes
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a gross violation of international law, and that the fact of occupation did not
abolish the constitutional continuity of the Latvian state as a subject of interna-
tional law (by Janis Pleps).

This issue of the Journal of the Institute of Latvian History was supposed
to come together easily, but the opposite happened, and the creative process
dragged on, with the manuscript and layout undergoing revisions until the very
last character - far longer than the time limit allowed. The work is now complete.
I would like to thank the authors for their excellent texts, patience, and perse-
verance in our collaborative work as we refined and polished the content and
style, as well as for their understanding and responsible attitude. Every issue of
a scientific journal - and I will reiterate what I have said — whose editorial board
and authors are guided by a vision of excellence in modern science and which
aspires to high quality, demands that all parties involved pay attention to both
the details and the broader context, a clear conceptual vision, and a thoughtful
investment of intellectual, technical, and financial resources. If, in this work, joy
and enthusiasm are sometimes overshadowed by fatigue, scepticism, and a lack
of time, these drawbacks are nevertheless not destined to overshadow the joy
of publishing an issue of a scientifically high-quality journal. I would like to
express my sincere gratitude to Inara StaSulane, the literary editor for the Latvian
language, and Antra Legzdina, the literary editor for the English language, for
their patience, attentiveness, responsiveness, and diligence, as well as to the staff
of the University of Latvia Academic Press and the University of Latvia for their
support.

Dear readers, I hope you find joy in discovering the worlds and people of
Latvia’s and the Baltic region’s past through the texts published in this issue.
The study of history offers you and us the opportunity to converse and reflect,
to argue and debate about the past and the narratives that explain it; in this way,
it allows us to be free.
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