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VESTURE UN KARS. PAGATNES TELRADES
EKSPERIMENTI UN ZINATNES KULTURA

Ja “vésture” tiek rakstita, lai kalpotu ka politiskas izvéles legitimitates riks, tad
véstures zinatnei steidzami nepiecieSama “tehniska apskate”. Par véstures zinatni
var saukt domasanas un rakstisanas formas, kuras aprakstosi un télaini pievérsas
pagatnes notikumiem, cilvékiem un vinu darbiem. Iesp&jams, ja nenotiek kritiska
zinatniska refleksija par “véstures” rakstiSanu, tad pagatnes télrade seko kolektivo
gaidu ¢ukstiem: tagadnes gratibas un apjukums liek gaidit kadu, kur§ mana/
misu vietd grato izdaris, un tas varétu bat kads arhetipisks varonis. Véstures
narativi célu nodomu varda rada $adus varonus, to kultu, liturgiju un hagiogra-
fiju. Sadiem véstures télrades monstriem tuvs ir kars, cina, spécigi vardi un nave.

Kar$ Ukraina turpinas, Krievijas politiska elite dzenas paka] impérijas sap-
nim pari mironu grédam, sagrautam pilsétam un izdedzinatai zemei. Ka kars
tepat tuvuma ietekmé véstures zinatni un véstures domasanas un rakstisanas
stilu, izpétes tému izvéli un fokusu? Vai kara iespaida atklajas agrak nepamani-
tais, $kietami nenozimigais, kas tagad klast kliedzosi redzams un svarigs? Vai
karg liek pieaugt ari zinatniekiem un beidzot atklat, ka ir iespéjams vairak neka
30 gadu garuma péc valstiskas neatkaribas atgtiSanas, értuma vai naivuma dél,
iestrégt Krievijas impérijas véstures narativos? Tiesi Sie narativi postpadomju
sabiedriba var bat un ir vél arvien véstures domasanas komforta zona.

Kara troksni rakstita vésture iegiist citu intonaciju. Iespéjams, ka draudu un
naves tuvuma dzimst citi un tie$aki pétnieciski jautdjumi par pagatni un sevi.
Kad publiskaja telpa sabiezé runu un viedoklu baisas noskanas apokalipses biblis-
kajos télos, tad kars skiet iederigs un iegiist pazistamas sejas vaibstus. Precizi ter-
mini, argumenti un racionali spriedumi skiet vienigais veids, ka izskaidrot grati
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saprotamo: kapéc notika tie$i ta un tie$i ar mums? Kar$ ir nave un posts. Tiesi
tapéc ir sarunas, tai skaita par zinatnes kultaru Latvija, kuras atlikt nedrikst.
Saja Latvijas Véstures Institiuta Zurnala numura ir ieklauti jauni pétijumi,
kuru autori turpina Eiropas un Latvijas véstures izpété senak aizsaktas témas
un atklaj mums nezinamas pagatnes notikumu detalas, piedava originalas avotu
materiala interpretacijas un pietuvina neparastam atbildém uz sarezgitiem jauta-
jumiem. Austrumbaltijas kultartelpas formeésanas socialo dinamiku layj izprast,
pieméram, Lubana ezera apkartné atklatas liecibas par senas apdzivotibas klat-
batni: arheologiskais materials, pievérsoties atsevisku atradumu grupam, lauj
meérktiecigi pievérsties konkrétam cilvéku sabiedribu socialo, mentalo un teh-
nisko izpausmju jomam un formam. Keramikas darinajumu fragmentu izpéte
lauj iegtit zinasanas par trauku un citu priek$§metu materiala apstrades un izga-
tavo$anas tehnologijam, kas palidz datét $o artefaktu izcelsmi ar laiku no apme-
ram 5500. lidz 3900. gadam p. m. é. un identificét piederibu Narvas keramikas
tradicijai (Kerkko Nordqvist, Aija Macane, Irina Khrustaleva, Aivar Kriiska). Ar
alegoriju par Trojas zirgu var raksturot Lietuvas Komunistiskas partijas stra-
tégijas mainu, sakot ar 1934. gadu un it seviski péc Kominternes 7. kongresa,
lai iek]atu kreisi orientétajas organizacijas un ietekmétu to biedru noskano-
jumu. Sadas taktikas mérkis bija palielinat savu ietekmi Lietuvas sabiedriba, bet
1940. gada, sakoties PSRS okupacijai, aktivi piedalities jaunas valdibas izveidé
(Marius Emuzis). PSRS ar militaru speku, ievedot tanku un karaviru vienibas
Pragas ielas 1968. gada augusta, partrauca Cehoslovakija uzsakusos demokratiza-
cijas procesus. “Pragas pavasaris” satricinaja Eiropu, ari Latvijas PSR $ie notikumi
spécigi ietekméja sabiedribas noskanojumu. Lai attaisnotu PSRS iejauksanos citas
valsts politika, Latvijas Komunistiska partija, izmantojot rado$o profesiju eliti,
uzsaka tendenciozas informacijas kampanas. To mérkis bija ietekmét Latvijas
sabiedribas uztveri un nepielaut PSRS politiku nosodosa noskanojuma veido-
$anos (Lubos Svec). Latvijas televizija 1969. gada 30. septembri bija norisinajies
skandalozs notikums: vairaki jauni dzejnieki atteicas piedalities tiesa étera raidi-
juma. Ta bija spontana protesta forma, lai izteiktu solidaritati ar Imantu Ziedoni,
kuru pédéja bridi ideologisku apsvérumu dél svitroja no raidijuma satura. Sis
gadijums izsauca saasinatu Latvijas Komunistiskas partijas Centralas komitejas
reakciju, kuras funkcionari centas panakt, ka makslas aprindas nosoda dzejnieku
grupas ricibu. Partijas uzsaktas kampanas ideologiskais meérkis bija demonstrét
kontroli publiskajos medijos un spéju disciplinét radoso profesiju parstavjus
(Toms Zarins). Politiskas parmainas Latvijas PSR sabiedriba, kuras, sakoties t. s.
atkusnim PSRS, iniciéja un vadija Latvijas Tautas fronte, kop$ 1988.-1989. gada
bija vérstas 1940. gada zaudéta valstiskuma atjaunosanas virziena. Latvie$u
emigracija Rietumu pasaulé $aja isaja laikposma mobilizéja ievérojamus resursus
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Atmodas procesa atbalstam. Par §adu ietekmigu latviesu diasporas ricibas formu
kluva LTF atbalsta grupu dibinasana Rietumu valstis. Sis paradibas izpéte atklaj
lidz $im maz zinamas ideologiskas un politiskas parmainas diasporas sabiedribas
(Kristine Bekere). Lielbritanijas satniecibas Riga darbinieki 1939. gada rudeni
bija liecinieki dramatiskiem notikumiem - Latvijas vacie$u izceloSanai. Savas
refleksijas par vérojumiem Latvijas sabiedriba, it seviski par latvieSu un vaciesu
dazadu aprindu attieksmi pret notiekoso $ie diplomati fikséja zinojumos Arlietu
ministrijai Londona. Sie vértigie véstures avoti ir lasami anglu un latviesu valodas
ar plasiem skaidrojumiem komentara (Eriks Jékabsons).

Veérigu un kritisku lasitaju recenzijas atklaj svarigo un interesanto par pétiju-
miem, kuru rezultati publicéti 2022.-2025. gada: monografiskajos darbos par pie-
dzim$anas un atdzims$anas motiva attélojumu uz 12.-13. gadsimta kristamajiem
traukiem Baltijas jiras regiona un krusta karotaju retorika, par politiskajam un
socialajam parmainam Riga péc Livonijas kara, pilsétai nonakot Polijas-Lietuvas
varas sistéma un parvaldé 1581.-1621. gada, par Kuldigu un Kurzemes-Zemgales
hercogistes kopa savitas véstures dazadam epizodém Eiropas politisko procesu
kontekstos laikposma no 13. lidz 20. gadsimtam, par béglu un migracijas procesu,
kuru izraisitajs bija Pirmais pasaules kars, socialo, finansialo un institucionalo
nodros$inajumu Eiropas valstis 1914.-1920. gada, par kviriem padomju Latvija ka
noklusétu un kluséjosu sabiedribas dalu, kuras atskiriga seksualitate bija socialas
un fiziskas marginalizacijas un izstumsanas iemesls padomju varas represivaja
sistéma 1954.-1991. gada, un par latvieSu historiografijas véstures formésanas
celiem un neceliem no 19. gadsimta lidz misdienam, personibam un arvien pie-
trakuso kritisko vésturisko pasrefleksiju.

Pieminas vardi ir veltiti Jirgenam fon Ungernam-Sternbergam (Jiirgen von
Ungern-Sternberg, 21.04.1940.-14.04.2025.), Bazeles Universitates antikas véstures
profesoram, dasnam mecenatam un Bernharda Holandera balvas dibinatajam, un
Pjotram Henrikam Losovskim (Piotr Henryk Lossowski, 25.02.1925.-26.07.2025.),
Polijas Zinatnu akadémijas Véstures institiita pétniekam un profesoram, izcilam
Baltijas valstu un Centralas un Austrumeiropas véstures specialistam. Zaudéjuma
brizos, ja tie ir misu draugi, domubiedri, tuvie un milie, istos vardus atrast ir
gruti. Iespéjams, ka tad atskarstam, ka par maz vinus pazinam un par maz tei-
cam, cik loti mums “esat svarigi”. Paliek $o divu izcilo, cita laikmeta zinatnes
kultaras liecinieku raditas gramatas un atminas.

Si Latvijas Vestures Institiita Zurndla numura cel$ aizsakas viegli un rotaligi,
tacu beigu posma tas likumoja garas cilpas un redakcijas darbu finals tuvojas
gausi. Beidzot darbs ir gala. Esmu pateicigs autoriem un autorém par pacietibu
un izturibu, sapratni un atbildigo attieksmi kopigaja darba ar tekstiem. Atkartosu
vél nesen teikto, ka katrs zinatniska Zurnala numurs, kas pretendé uz augstu
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kvalitati, pieprasa véribu pret detalam un kopéjo kontekstu, skaidru konceptualu
redzéjumu un pardomatu intelektualo, tehnisko un finansu resursu ieguldijumu.
Tapéc $is darbs var bat nogurdinoss un spéku izsmeloss, taja pazad laiks un
kada dala dzives. Es vélos pateikties latviesu valodas literarajai redaktorei Inarai
Stasulanei un anglu valodas literarajai redaktorei Antrai Legzdinai par palém un
rapibu, ka ari Latvijas Universitates Akadémiska apgada personalam un Latvijas
Universitatei par atbalstu.

Godatas lasitajas un lasitaji, es novélu Jums patikamus mirk]us, kritiski lasot
$o zurnala numuru! Ja Jas atklasiet, ka véstures zinatne ir vieta, kur bez aizsprie-
dumiem un brivi varat tuvoties savai vai sve§ai un noliegtai vai neértai pagatnei,
tad spésim cienpilni sarunaties par misu tagadni.

Andris Levans
Riga, 2025. gada 10. septembri
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HISTORY AND WAR. EXPERIMENTS IN THE IMAGERY
OF THE PAST AND THE CULTURE OF SCIENCE

If “history” is written to serve as a tool for legitimising political choices, then
the science of history urgently needs a “technical review”. The science of his-
tory can be defined as forms of thinking and writing that describe and depict
past events, people, and their deeds. It is possible that, in the absence of crit-
ical scientific reflection on the writing of “history”, the image of the past fol-
lows the whispers of collective expectations: the difficulties and confusion of
the present make us wait for someone who will do the hard work in my/our
place, and that could be some kind of archetypal hero. Historical narratives, in
the name of noble intentions, create such heroes, their cult, liturgy, and hag-
iography. Close to such monsters of historical imagination are war, struggle,
powerful words, and death.

The war in Ukraine continues, and Russia’s political elite pursues its impe-
rial dream over piles of corpses, destroyed cities, and scorched earth. How does
the war nearby influence the science of history and the style of historical thinking
and writing, the choice of research topics and focus? Does the war reveal the pre-
viously unnoticed, seemingly insignificant, which now becomes glaringly obvious
and important? Does war also force scholars to grow up and finally realise that it
is possible, more than 30 years after regaining independence, to remain stuck in
the historical narratives of the Russian Empire out of convenience or naivety? It
is precisely these narratives that can be and still are a comfort zone for historical
thinking in post-Soviet society.

History written amid the din of war takes on a different tone. It is possible
that the proximity of danger and death gives rise to other, more direct questions
about the past and ourselves. When the public sphere is thick with speeches and
opinions tinged with apocalyptic biblical imagery, war seems appropriate and
takes on familiar features. Precise terms, arguments, and rational judgments
seem to be the only way to explain the incomprehensible: why did this hap-
pen, and why to us? War is death and destruction. That is precisely why there
are discussions, including about the culture of science in Latvia, that cannot be
postponed.

This issue of the Journal of the Institute of Latvian History includes new
research by authors who continue to explore topics previously initiated in European
and Latvian history, revealing details of past events unknown to us, offers orig-
inal interpretations of source material, and brings us closer to unusual answers
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to complex questions. The social dynamics of the formation of the Eastern Baltic
cultural space allow us to understand, for example, the evidence of ancient settle-
ments discovered in the vicinity of Lake Lubans: archaeological material, focus-
ing on specific groups of finds, allows us to focus on specific areas and forms of
social, mental, and technical expression of human societies. The study of ceramic
fragments provides knowledge about the material processing and manufacturing
technologies of dishes and other objects, which helps to date the origin of these
artefacts to approximately 5500 to 3900 BC and identify their affiliation with
the Narva ceramic tradition (Kerkko Nordqvist, Aija Macane, Irina Khrustaleva,
Aivar Kriiska). The allegory of the Trojan horse can be used to describe the change
in strategy of the Lithuanian Communist Party beginning in 1934, and especially
after the 7 Congress of the Comintern, to infiltrate left-wing organisations and
influence the attitudes of their members. The aim of this tactic was to increase
its influence in Lithuanian society, but in 1940, with the beginning of the Soviet
occupation, to actively participate in the formation of a new government (Marius
Emuzis). The USSR used military force, sending tanks and troops into the streets
of Prague in August 1968, to halt the democratisation process that had begun
in Czechoslovakia. The Prague Spring shook Europe, and these events also had
a strong impact on public sentiment in the Latvian SSR. To justify the USSR’s
intervention in the politics of another country, the Latvian Communist Party,
using the creative elite, launched a campaign of biased information. Its aim was
to influence the perception of Latvian society and prevent the formation of anti-
USSR sentiment (Lubos Svec). On 30 September 1969, a scandalous event took
place on Latvian television: several young poets refused to participate in a live
broadcast. It was a spontaneous form of protest to express solidarity with Imants
Ziedonis, who was removed from the broadcast at the last minute for ideological
reasons. This incident provoked a sharp reaction from the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Latvia, whose officials tried to get the art community
to condemn the poets’ actions. The ideological goal of the campaign launched
by the party was to demonstrate control over the public media and the ability to
discipline representatives of the creative professions (Toms Zarins). The political
changes in Latvian society, which were initiated and led by the Latvian Popular
Front at the beginning of the so-called thaw in the USSR, since 1988-1989, had
been aimed at restoring the statehood lost in 1940. During this short period,
Latvian emigration to the Western world mobilised considerable resources
in support of the Awakening process. One such influential form of action by
the Latvian diaspora was the establishment of LPF support groups in Western
countries. Research into this phenomenon reveals little-known ideological and
political changes in diaspora communities (Kristine Bekere).
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In the autumn of 1939, employees of the British Embassy in Riga witnessed
dramatic events — the departure of Germans from Latvia. These diplomats
recorded their reflections on their observations of Latvian society, particularly
the attitudes of various Latvian and German circles towards the events, in reports
to the Foreign Office in London. These valuable historical sources are available
in English and Latvian with extensive explanations in the commentary (Eriks
Jekabsons).

Reviews by attentive and critical readers reveal important and interesting
aspects of research published between 2022 and 2025: monographic works on
the depiction of birth and rebirth motifs on 12"-13" century Christian vessels
in the Baltic Sea region and in the rhetoric of the Crusaders, on political and
social changes in Riga after the Livonian War, the city’s entry into the Polish-
Lithuanian power system and administration in 1581-1621, various episodes in
the intertwined history of Kuldiga and the Duchy of Courland and Semigallia
in the context of European political processes from the 13™ to the 20" century,
the refugee and migration process caused by the First World War, social, finan-
cial, and institutional security in European countries from 1914 to 1920, about
queers in Soviet Latvia as a hidden and silent part of society, whose different
sexuality was a reason for social and physical marginalisation and exclusion in
the repressive system of Soviet power from 1954 to 1991, and on the paths and
pitfalls of Latvian historiography from the 19" century to the present day, per-
sonalities and the ever-lacking critical historical self-reflection.

The commemorative words are dedicated to Jiirgen von Ungern-Sternberg
(21 April 1940 - 14 April 2025), professor of ancient history at the University of
Basel, generous patron of the arts, and founder of the Bernhard Hollander Prize,
and Piotr Henryk Lossowski (25.02.1925-26.07.2025), researcher and professor
at the Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences, an outstanding
specialist in the history of the Baltic States and Central and Eastern Europe. In
times of loss, when it is our friends, kindred spirits, loved ones and close ones
who are gone, it is difficult to find the right words. Perhaps then we realise that
we knew them too little and said too little about how much they meant to us.
What remains are the books and memories created by these two outstanding
witnesses to the scientific culture of another era.

The journey of this issue of the Journal of the Institute of Latvian History
began easily and playfully, but in the final stages it took a few twists and turns,
and the editorial work was slow to reach completion. Finally, the work is done.
I am grateful to the authors for their patience and perseverance, understanding
and responsible attitude in working together on the texts. I will repeat what I
said recently, that every issue of a scientific journal that aspires to high quality
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requires attention to detail and the overall context, a clear conceptual vision,
and a thoughtful investment of intellectual, technical, and financial resources.
Therefore, this work can be tiring and exhausting, consuming time and a part
of one’s life. I would like to thank Latvian literary editor Inara Stagulane and
English literary editor Antra Legzdina for their efforts and diligence, as well as
the staff of Academic Publishing of University of Latvia and the University of
Latvia for their support.

Dear readers, I wish you pleasant moments as you critically read this issue
of the journal! If you discover that historical science is a place where you can
freely and without prejudice approach your own or someone else’s past, whether
it be denied or uncomfortable, then we will be able to talk respectfully about
our present.

Andris Levans
Riga, 10 September 2025
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