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VESTURES BISTAMAIS SARMS UN
TAGADNES SAVADIE RITMI

Véstures zinatnes briedums atklajas spéja runat par skeletiem nacionalo histo-
riografiju skapjos: labi zinami un rapigi slépti tie arvien par sevi atgadina un
neskiro, vai formats ir akadémisks un vai lasitaji (savéjie) sapratis. Vésturniekiem,
véstures lietotajiem un vérotajiem tas Sarms var bt bistams, jo tas slépj un atklaj
par mums pasiem to, ko, iespéjams, par sevi negribam zinat. Tas $arms liek,
iespéjams, justies Ipasi, ja ieskanas apologijas mazors un epikas uzskanots varon-
stasts. Tacu véstures $arms vienlaikus biedé, jo atgadina par pagatnes klatbutni
tagadné, kas $apolém lidzigi ritmiska noteiktiba “atgriezas” un rada skitumu
par pagajusu notikumu un situaciju “likumsakarigu” atkarto$anos. Ar patétiski
heroiskas intonacijas vibréjosiem narativiem piemito§o $armu nacionalas véstu-
res un to historiografijas atklajas ka tautu un naciju konstrukciju riki, kas apbur
ar geopolitiskam imaginacijam par, pieméram, snaudo$u impériju restauraciju.

Tagadnes savadie ritmi ka sirdspuksti laika atstaj nospiedumus misu domu
trauslajas virsmas, tekstos par pagatni, izvélés un klusé$ana. Kar$ dobji atbalsojas
$ajos tagadnes ritmiskajos uzsitienos un liek saklausit klusi izkliegto jautajumu:
vai véstures narativi un pagatnes zinatniska izpéte var un spéj dot mierinajumu
nedrosibas un bailu uzladéta laika? Vésture un vésturiska atmina, kas patiesi
butu apbrinojamas ka smalkas ciparnicas, ir kluvusas par robustiem un draudi-
giem rikiem, kas drupas parvértusi Mariupoli, Harkivu...

Ar smagam domam par tagadni, kas kluvusi trausla, més mekléjam atbildes
uz jautajumiem, kas aizved pagatné. Un, skiet, no domu smaguma vien ta varétu
sadrupt. Pieskirt vieglumu laikam, kas nesaudzigi atgadina, ka kar§ Ukraina turpinas
treSo gadu un daudzviet pasaulé cilvéki mirst, mums neizdosies. Tuvu un talu karu
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énas ir garas. Tacu dzive un cilvéciba nosaka, kadé] nepiecieSama véstures zinatne
Latvija: tas pienesumu Eiropas atminu kultiira ne kars, ne krizes nav atcélusas.

Saja Latvijas Véstures Institiita Zurnala numura publicéto zinatnisko rakstu
tému loks ir plass: to autores un autori aicina lasitaju pievérst uzmanibu starpdis-
ciplinarai pagatnes fenomenu vésturiskai izpétei un socialu procesu skaidroju-
miem un ielakoties vinu zinatniska darba laboratorijas. Latvijas senaka un nesena
pagatne, kas, protams, arvien ir bijusi cieSi savita ar Eiropas regionu vésturiska-
jiem procesiem, ir atklajamas nezinamas epizodes un zinama jaunas interpre-
tacijas: miruso orientacija saules lékta un rieta virzienos latgalu 8.-12. gadsimta
lidzenajos kapulaukos ir arheologiskaja izpété fikséta realitate, kurai pieradiju-
mos balstits daléjs skaidrojums rodams ar astronomiskas analizes datu palidzibu,
tacu dotaja bridi tas vél neatbild uz jautajumiem par $is kultiiras kopienu pécna-
ves prieksstatu un ritualu saturu un socialajam nozimém simboliskaja komuni-
kacija (Valdis Bérzins, Antonija Vilcane). Daba Romas pavesta kirijas politiskaja
retorika 13. gadsimta pirmaja pusé bija literaru stilizaciju objekts — ar biblisku
motivu un télu palidzibu, fiziski nepieskaroties, to varéja parveidot par iedo-
matam Livonijas “piemiligam vietam” (loci amoeni) viduslaiku sakralas ainavas
narativa; $adi iztélota simboliska realitate lava karijai postulét un legitimét, pie-
méram, kristigas misijas politiskos mérkus (Andris Levans, Ridolfs R. Vitolins).
Socialas un politiskas transformacijas iespé&jams fiksét un aprakstit ilga padomju
perioda sastinguma jeb sasaluma apstaklos, detalizéti iedzilinoties Latvijas t. s.
nacionalkomunistu sagraves iemeslos 1959. gada un aplikojot komjaunatnes
lomu $aja nepaklausigo soda kampana (Daina Bleiere). Par senaku Latvijas
svétku tradiciju parveidi un pieméro$anu padomju ideologiskai paradigmai lie-
cina Latviesu folkloras kratuves 1600. kolekcijas materiali, kas lauj aprakstit $adu
svétku “jaunrades” metodi - atsve$inot jaundarinamo svinibu un pieminas ritu-
alus un prakses no sakotnéji religiskas funkcijas un formam, 20. gadsimta 50.-
70. gados tika radits “padomju identitati” formeéjoss instruments (Gatis Ozolins).
Pretestiba un nepaklausiba raksturo macitaju Modri Plati, kura iedvesmotaja un
lidera loma Latvijas evangeéliski luteriskaja baznica un plasaka sabiedriba 20. gad-
simta 80. gados 1idz §im nav bijusi zinatniskas vésturiskas analizes objekts; bli-
vais véstures avotu slanis lauj atklat padomju sistémas agresivo un cilvéka cienu
pazemojo$o raksturu gan baznicas, gan valsts attiecibas, pret ko iestajas Plate un
vina domu biedri, un tadéjadi sagatavoja Latvijas sabiedribu valstiskuma atjau-
no$anai (Linards Rozentals). 1614. gada sagatavotie ieteikumi (articulum), kuru
autors bija Rigas ratskungs Francs Nienstede un kuri, domajams, bija paredzéti
rates ricibpolitikas veidosanai, aicinaja izvértét pret ienaidnieku Moskoviju vérsto
sankciju raditos riskus, pieméram, aizliedzot graudu izve§anu no Livonijas, un
to iespéjamo negativo ietekmi uz ekonomiku; $1 unikala véstures avota ediciju
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pavada plass komentars (Viktors Dabolins). Akadémiskas sarunas ar vésturnieci
par atminam, atminu, atceri un atceré$anos véstures zinatnes prakseé lauj ieska-
tities izpétes darba aizkulisés un uzzinat, ka veidojas kopienu kolektiva atmina
un prieksstati par pagatni, un apjaust, ka ticiba atminam ka “dro$am un uzti-
camam” individu un kopienu pieredzes liecibam ir iltizija un neiztur zinatnisku
kritiku (Daina Bleiere, Edgars Engizers). Jaunakajiem - 2022.-2023. gada pub-
licétajiem — pétijumiem véstures zinatné par miruso atceri, kolektivo atminu
un pieminu vélo viduslaiku Livonija, bibliotékam Vidzemes muizas un to lik-
teniem 19.-20. gadsimta, latvie$u virsniekiem Krievijas impérijas armija lidz
1914. gadam un “nenoteiktibas politiku” Baltijas jautajuma Amerikas Savienoto
Valstu diplomatija 20. gadsimta 80. gados ir veltita vérigu recenzentu analize.

Pieminas vardi ir veltiti vésturniekam Andrejam Plakanam (31.12.1940.-
04.07.2024.), ietekmigai figarai ne tikai Latvijas véstures zinatné un lielam véstures
ka makslas meistaram. Izmantojot iespéju, es vélos pieminét filosofu Igoru Suvajevu
(07.04.1963.-12.04.2024.), draugu, kolégi un izcilu Eiropas kultaras tekstu pazi-
néju un interpretu, nepaklausigu un nepieradinamu domataju. Kad aiziet cilveki,
kuru domas un vardi, gramatas, erudicija, intelekts un attieksme pret savu darbu
ir paliekosi ietekméjusi musu prieksstatus un zinasanas par, pieméram, véstures
un pagatnes sarezgitajam attiecibam un miisu uztveri un attieksmi pret tam, skiet,
noslédzas laikmets. Més, kuri paliekam, skumstam, bet turpinam vinu iesakto.

Piedavajumu uznemties LVIZ atbildiga redaktora pienakumus es uztveru ka
pagodinajumu un iespéju, tacu vienlaikus apzinos un augstu noveértéju, ka man
bija viegls sakums: §i Zurnala numura satura sagatavos$ana ir Evas Eihmanes
darba rezultats. Zurnals kop$ 2021. gada bija Evas Eihmanes rokas, un $aja laika,
saglabajot akadémiska véstures zinatnes medija specifiku, tas ir ieguvis citu, uz
starpdisciplinaritati vérstu un laikmetigaku raksturu. Esmu vinai loti pateicigs
par pacietibu, izturibu, atbildibas un milestibas pilno attieksmi pret atbildiga
redaktora darbu. Katrs LVIZ numurs ir loti laikietilpigs, intelektualos, tehniskos
un finansu resursus pagéross process: tapéc, izmantojot iespéju, es vélos pateikties
autoriem, latvie$u valodas literarajai redaktorei Inarai Stagulanei, anglu valodas
literarajai redaktorei Antrai Legzdinai un neaizvietojamajai tehniskajai redak-
torei Elitai Eglei par palém un kompetenci, ka ari LU Akadémiska apgada per-
sonalam un Latvijas Universitatei par atbalstu.

Godatas lasitajas un lasitaji, es novélu Jums patikamus brizus, kritiski lasot
$o zurnala numuru! Un varbat, ka véstures bistamais $arms laus tagadnes savado
ritmu melodija saklausit atbildes uz pagatnei uzdotajiem jautajumiem.

Andris Levans
Riga, 2024. gada 10. novembri
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THE DANGEROUS CHARM OF HISTORY AND
THE STRANGE RHYTHMS OF THE PRESENT

The maturity of historical sciences is revealed in the ability to talk about the skel-
etons in the cupboards of national historiographies: well-known and carefully
hidden, they are always reminding of themselves, and it makes no difference
whether the format is academic or whether readers (insiders) will understand. For
historians, users, and observers of history, its charm can be dangerous, because it
hides and reveals things about ourselves that we may not want to know. Its charm
may make us feel special when we hear the major of apologia and the heroic tale
set to epic. But the charm of history is also frightening, since it reminds us of
the presence of the past in the present, which “returns” in a swing-like rhythmic
certainty and creates the impression of a “lawful” repetition of past events and
situations. With the charm inherent in narratives vibrating with pathetically
heroic intonations, national histories and their historiographies reveal themselves
as tools for the construction of peoples and nations, enchanting with geopolitical
imaginings of, for example, the restoration of slumbering empires.

The strange rhythms of the present, like heartbeats in time, leave their imprints
on the fragile surfaces of our thoughts, texts about the past, choices and silences.
The war echoes hollowly in these rhythmic beats of the present and makes us hear
the silently shouted question: can historical narratives and the scientific study of
the past bring comfort in a time charged with uncertainty and fear? History and
historical memory, which should indeed be admired as fine dials, have become
robust and menacing tools that have destroyed Mariupol and Kharkiv to ruins...

With heavy thoughts about a present that has become fragile, we seek answers
to questions that lead to the past. And it seems, from the weight of thought alone,
it could crumble. We will not be able to make light of a time that reminds us
mercilessly that the war in Ukraine is in its third year and that people are dying
in many parts of the world. The shadows of wars near and far are long. But life
and humanity determine why we need the study of history in Latvia: neither
war nor crises have undone its contribution to the culture of European memory.

The range of topics of the research articles published in this issue of Latvijas
Vestures Institiuta Zurnals (Journal of the Institute of Latvian History) is wide:
their authors invite the reader to pay attention to interdisciplinary historical
research of past phenomena and explanations of social processes and to take
a look into their scientific laboratories. In Latvia’s ancient and recent past, which
has of course always been closely intertwined with the historical processes of
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European regions, unknown episodes and new interpretations of the known can
be discovered: the orientation of the dead in the sunrise and sunset directions in
8h-12" century Latgalian plain burial mounds is a reality recorded in archaeolog-
ical research, for which an evidence-based partial explanation can be found with
the help of astronomical analysis data, but at the moment it does not yet answer
the questions about the content and social meanings of after-death ideas and ritu-
als in the symbolic communication of this cultural community (by Valdis Bérzins,
Antonija Vilcane). In the political rhetoric of the papal curia in the first half of
the 13'" century, nature was the object of literary stylisations: by means of biblical
motifs and images, it could be transformed, without physically touching it, into
imaginary Livonian “lovely places” (loci amoeni) in the narrative of the medieval
sacred landscape; such an imagined symbolic reality allowed the curia to postu-
late and legitimise, for example, the political goals of the Christian mission (by
Andris Levans, Radolfs R. Vitolins). Social and political transformations can be
recorded and described in the long stagnation or freezing of the Soviet period, by
looking in detail at the reasons for the defeat of Latvia’s so-called national com-
munists in 1959 and the role of the Komsomol in this punitive campaign against
the disobedient (by Daina Bleiere). The transformation of older Latvian holiday
traditions and their application to the Soviet ideological paradigm is evidenced
by the materials of the 1600 Collection of the Latvian Folklore Repository, which
allow us to describe this method of holiday “creation™ by alienating the ritu-
als and practices of newly created celebrations and commemorations from their
originally religious function and forms, a “Soviet identity-forming” instrument
was created in the 1950s-1970s (by Gatis Ozolins). Resistance and disobedience
characterise the pastor Modris Plate, whose inspirational and leadership role in
the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church and wider society in the 1980s has so
far not been the object of scientific historical analysis; the dense layer of historical
sources reveals the aggressive and degrading character of the Soviet system in
both church and state relations, which Plate and his fellow thinkers opposed, and
thus prepared Latvian society for the restoration of national statehood (by Linards
Rozentals). The 1614 articulum, authored by Franz Nienstede, Riga’s Stadtholder,
and presumably intended to shape the policy of the court, called for an assess-
ment of the risks of sanctions against the enemy Moscovy, such as the ban on
grain exports from Livonia, and their possible negative impact on the economy;
the edition of this unique historical source is accompanied by an extensive com-
mentary (by Viktors Dabolins). Academic conversations with a historian about
memory, recollection, and remembering in the practice of historical scholarship
provide a glimpse behind the scenes of research work and how communities’
collective memories and perceptions of the past are shaped, and a realisation
that the belief in memories as “safe and reliable” evidence of individual and
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community experiences is an illusion and does not stand up to scholarly cri-
tique (by Daina Bleiere, Edgars Engizers). Recent historical studies published in
2022-2023 on the remembrance of the dead, collective memory and commem-
oration in late medieval Livonia, libraries in Vidzeme manors and their fates in
the 1920 centuries, Latvian officers in the Russian Imperial Army until 1914,
and “policy of uncertainty” in the Baltic issue in the diplomacy of United States
in the 1980s have been analysed by attentive reviewers.

Words of remembrance are dedicated to the historian Andrejs Plakans
(31.12.1940-04.07.2024), an influential figure not only in Latvian historical sci-
ence and a great master of history as art. I would like to take this opportunity to
commemorate the philosopher Igors Suvajevs (07.04.1963-12.04.2024), a friend,
colleague, and a great connoisseur and interpreter of European cultural texts,
an unruly and untamable thinker. When people whose thoughts and words, books,
erudition, intellect, and attitude to their work have had a lasting impact on our per-
ceptions and knowledge of, for example, the complex relationship between history
and the past, and our perceptions and attitudes towards them, pass away, an era
seems to come to an end. We who remain are saddened, but we carry on their work.

I see the offer to take over as the Editor-in-Chief of the LVIZ as an honour and
an opportunity, but at the same time I am aware and appreciate that I had an easy
start: the content of this issue is the result of Eva Eihmane’s work. The journal
has been in Eva Eihmane’s hands since 2021, and in that time, while retaining
the specificity of an academic medium for historical scholarship, it has taken on
a different, more interdisciplinary and contemporary character. I am very grateful
to her for her patience, perseverance, responsibility and loving attitude towards
the work of the editor in charge. Each issue of the LVIZ is a very time-consum-
ing process, consuming intellectual, technical, and financial resources: therefore,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the authors, the Latvian literary edi-
tor Inara StaSulane, the English literary editor Antra Legzdina, and the irreplace-
able technical editor Elita Egle for their efforts and expertise, as well as the staft
of the Academic Publishing House and the University of Latvia for their support.

Dear readers, I wish you a pleasant critical reading of this issue! And perhaps
the dangerous charm of history will allow you to hear the answers to the ques-
tions of the past in the melody of the strange rhythms of the present.

Andris Levans
Riga, 10 November 2024
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