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Introduction

During the Second World War, different forms of resistance to the occupa-
tion regime emerged in all countries occupied by Germany, both on the Eastern
and Western fronts. Sometimes, there is some frustration that can be observed
in memoirs, particularly in Western Europe, about foreigners first invading
the country, then other foreigners bringing liberation, and the local people play-
ing only a limited role. In most cases, the number of participants in resistance
movements was lower than the number of those who collaborated with the occu-
pation authorities. Resistance to an occupying force, or national resistance, can
have great emotional significance for national self-perception, and it proved to be
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a fruitful soil for exaggerations or fabrications in literature even during the war-
time, and even more so after the war. The occupiers (or the compatriots collabo-
rating with occupiers) are demonised and blamed for all kinds of crimes, whereas
the actions of “our people” are often exempted from all criticism.!

A specific case is the countries and nations that, finding themselves between
two great opposing powers, the Soviet Union and National Socialist Germany,
did not have many alternatives as there were only two very bad choices available
to them. In particular, this applies to the areas annexed by the Soviet Union in
1939 and 1940 but, less directly, also to much of Eastern Europe that experienced
both the German occupants and Soviet “liberators”. In these countries, resistance
to one occupying power paved the way to the other occupying power, as neither
of the two had any interest in restoring the independence of the countries and
nations that had been caught up in the war.

This article discusses the Soviet partisan movement, focusing on the particu-
lar example of Estonia. The Soviet Union was a totalitarian, bureaucratic police
state, dominated by communist ideology, which manifested itself in ubiquitous
propaganda. Any independent initiative without the Communist Party’s prior
approval was, at best, suspicious, including in a situation of war. Even during
the war, as well as afterwards, the resistance to German occupants was por-
trayed as “the fight of the whole people” under the guidance of the Communist
Party”. This interpretation was finalised in the 1970s when propaganda flaunted
the “Great Patriotic War” as one of the central events of world history.

Any uncomfortable facts were suppressed in the interest of shaping a nar-
rative of heroism and suffering. Supposedly, the “fight of the whole people” had
involved everyone and all nations of the USSR, and the Russian people in particu-
lar, had eagerly participated. The role of individuals was assigned less value than
the abstract leadership role of the Party in this heroic fight of the whole Soviet peo-
ple. This resulted in extreme glorification of the communist partisan movement.

The official reviews drafted already during the war clearly overstated
the scope of the partisan movement and the extent of destruction caused by par-
tisans. It was an easy thing to do because most of the claims could not be verified
due to the lack of reliable data. The tinkering with the data to meet the needs of
propaganda continued after the war. If the presented figures were to be believed,
the Wehrmacht would have bled out even before reaching the front line. No train
would have moved, communications would not have worked, and rivers would
have been crossed only at fords because the absolute majority of the railroads,

1 See Judt 2005, 32-43.
2 (Of the) whole people - Soviet ideological adjective — obshhenarodnyj.
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communication lines, and bridges were blown up by the partisans according
to the propaganda claims.? However, for a long period, there was no agreement
concerning the number of partisans. Primarily, it was important for propaganda
reasons — to demonstrate the “whole people” nature of the partisan movement.
The final outcome was a vague consensus at “roughly a million”.* The number
of partisans was also dependent on the definition of a “communist partisan”,
the subsequent additions to that category, and those who included themselves in
the group of Soviet patriots/partisans.

While in general the “fight of the whole people against German occu-
pants under the guidance of the Communist Party” was a propagandist fiction,
the reality behind the Party’s guiding role was that most of the partisan warfare
was carried out, or at least commanded, by specially trained saboteurs dispatched
from the Soviet rear. It was them who had actual close connections with the Party
and security agencies.

A spontaneous resistance to German occupants was not the first preference
of the Soviet regime. There were some regional differences but, as an example,
the goals and organisation of the Soviet partisan warfare in Estonia were not
different from those in the rest of areas of the Soviet Union that was under
German occupation for a shorter or longer period of time. Only a resistance
movement that could be controlled and managed was considered “correct” in
the USSR. The partisan movement was under central command. The Soviet par-
tisan movement was a method of non-conventional warfare that the Red Army
used in the territories occupied by Germany; it was not spontaneous resistance
of the people.”

The following article is basing mostly on the archive documents addressing
the Soviet partisan movement in general and particularly in Estonia. There is
a number of document collections, published in Russia after the fall of the Soviet
Union, that include a number of documents on the organisation and activities of
the Soviet partisan movement in general. The documents connected to the Soviet
partisans in Estonia are preserved in Estonian National Archives. On the Soviet
partisans there is no particular research paper written after Estonia has regained
its independence and most of the publications from the Soviet period on this
topic are useless. However, a book by Rudolf Lumi (1967) is among the secondary
sources of the current article.

3 For more, see Sokolov 2008, 41-45, 107-133; Armstrong 2007; Gogun, Kentij 2006;
Hasch, Friedrich 1998, 230-231; Meien 2014.

4 See Minasjan et al. 1968, 550.

5  See Patrushev et al. 2000-2007.
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Non-communist resistance movement in Estonia during the German
occupation

Apart from the Soviet partisan movement there were other forms of resist-
ance (incl. armed resistance) to the German occupation regime as well, but in
those cases the goal was not the restoration of the Soviet rule. Most national
resistance movements considered the democratic Western states as their allies.
The Soviet authorities saw such resistance movements as manifestations of
nationalism (or separatism) and sometimes regarded them as even more dan-
gerous enemies than German occupants.

Many Estonians greeted the invading Germans as “liberators” in 1941.
However, year by year the German occupation was more and more disliked by
most of the population. The expectation that Estonian independence would be
re-established was not fulfilled. Still, the Germans were treated as “a lesser evil”
compared to the Soviets. Therefore, there was no armed national resistance move-
ment in Estonia during the German occupation.

The goal of the unarmed national resistance movement was to create pre-
conditions for the restoration of Estonia’s independent statehood after the war,
based on the principle of legal continuity. Having escaped the Soviet repressions,
Jiri Uluots, the last Prime Minister of the Republic of Estonia, was named by
an ad hoc constitutional election assembly as Prime Minister in the duties of
the President according to the Estonian constitution (President Konstantin Pats
had been deported to Russia in July 1940). An underground pseudo-parliament,
the National Committee of the Republic of Estonia, was formed in February
1944, consisting of members who had belonged to democratic political par-
ties in Estonia before the establishment of the authoritarian rule in 1934/1935.
The German occupation authorities were not comfortable with the actions of
nationalists, and many members of the National Committee and its support net-
work were arrested in April 1944. Their number exceeded 300 people, accord-
ing to some sources. Most of them were released from prison shortly before
the Germans left Estonia in September of the same year. On placards posted on
1 August 1944, the National Committee declared itself the bearer of the supreme
constitutional power in Estonia.

The most successful action of the underground nationalist resistance move-
ment was helping young, conscription-age men escape to Finland. Mostly, this
concerned men who were born in 1919-1924 and in 1925 and subject to mobi-
lisation announced, respectively, in February and October of 1943. In Finland,
an Estonian infantry regiment was formed from them in February 1944. The reg-
iment fought after training in Karelian Isthmus and was sent back to homeland
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in August 1944 to participate in the battles in Estonia. In addition, the activists
of the national resistance movement maintained secret contacts with Estonian
representatives in Finland and Sweden, who then kept Estonian diplomats in
Western countries informed about the events in Estonia and about the plans to
restore Estonia’s independence after the war.

Another goal of the nationalists was also to prevent the recognition of
the Estonian Self-Administration, set up by the German occupation regime, as
a legal representative of the Estonian people. However, after the war, the head
of the Estonian Self-Administration, Hjalmar Mie, claimed that he had no such
intentions. The relations between the politicians that belonged to the National
Committee and to the aforementioned election assembly were tense — the for-
mer saw the latter as supporters of President Pédts who were co-responsible for
the loss of democratic government. Nevertheless, an agreement was reached and
on 18 September 1944, when the Germans were about to leave Estonia, Jiiri Uluots
named a new Government of the Republic, headed by Acting Prime Minister,
Otto Tief. However, on 22 September, the Red Army captured Tallinn and most
members of that government were soon arrested by the Soviet security agencies.
Jiri Uluots had been evacuated to Sweden immediately after appointing the gov-
ernment, and he died there in January 1945.°

There were also many men who were hiding from the German mobilisations
in Estonia. Johan Pitka (1872-1944), one of the heroes of the War of Independence
in 1918-1920, returned from Finland” in 1944 having reached an agreement with
the German occupation authorities, as the Germans permitted him to form
an assault battalion involving the men who were in hiding. A unit with the size of
a reinforced company was then formed in August, but it mostly served as a sym-
bol of mentality. Pitka himself went missing in Estonia in the autumn of 1944.%

Centralised nature of the Soviet partisan movement

The command structure of the Soviet partisan movement was based on
a Directive of the Council of People’s Commissars (CPC) and the Central
Committee (CC) of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU), of 29 June
1941, on “Mobilisation of the Soviet people to fight against the enemy”, which

6  See Orav, Nou 2004.

7 In July 1940, after the Baltic States were occupied, Pitka managed to escape to
Finland through Latvia and Sweden.

8  See Salo, Hiio 2008, 154-168.
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included a call for the formation of partisan detachments and sabotage groups to
fight the enemy in the occupied regions.’ This was followed by respective direc-
tives from the Party committees of the western Soviet republics, autonomous
republics, and frontline oblasts."® More specific guidance for partisan warfare
was issued in the second half of July 1941 when it had become clear that the Red
Army had lost hundreds of thousands of square kilometres of Soviet territory to
the Germans for a longer period of time. On 18 July, the CC of the CPSU issued
a regulation on the organisation of partisan movement, calling for the destruc-
tion of communication lines and means of transport, as well as the annihilation
of enemies and their collaborators, and for collection of intelligence. For this,
the Party and administrative bodies of the Soviet republics, oblasts, rayons and
cities had to form partisan detachments and sabotage groups and to establish
undercover Party centres for commanding them."

The majority of those orders only remained on paper, at least in the regions
close to the front line. On 30 June 1941, the Bureau of the CC of the Estonian
Communist Party (ECP) adopted a decision on forming partisan detachments and
establishing secret bases. Feodor OkKk, Secretary of the CC of the ECP (and later
commissar of the headquarters of the destruction battalions'?) had to organise

9  Jupexrunsa CHK CCCP u IIK BKII(6) mapTuitHbIM U COBETCKUM OpPTaHM3ALVIsIM
npudpoHTOBbIX 0ob6mactell [Directive issued by the Council of the People’s
Commissars of the USSR and Central Committee of the All-Union Communist
(Bolshevist) Party to the party and Soviet organisations of the front-near oblasts],
29 June 1941. Published in: Naumov 1998, 446-448.

10 See Jumpexrtusa Ne 2 IIK KII(6) Bemopyccum mapTUitHBIM, COBETCKUM I

KOMCOMOJIBCKMM OPTaHMU3ALVsM I10 Pa3BEPTHIBAHMIO IIAPTI3AHCKOI BOVHBI B THUTY
Bpara [Directive issued by the Central Committee of the Communist (Bolshevist)
Party of Belorussian SSR to the Party, Soviet and Komsomol organisations on
deployment of the partisan war in the enemy’s rear], 1 July 1941. Published in:
Patrushev et al. 2000, Vol. 2 Book 1, 138-140.
Oblasts were the biggest units of the Soviet administrative division usually. They
were divided into rayons, the latter into the village councils. Smaller Soviet republics
were divided only into rayons, bigger ones had oblasts as well. Krais were and are
big administrative units in Siberia and North Caucasus (author’s comment).

11 Ilocranosnenme 1K BKII(6) “O6 opranmsanum 60pbbsI B TNy lepMaHCKUX
Boiick” [Regulation of the CC of the All-Union Communist (Bolshevist) Party on
the organisation of combat in the rear of German army], 19 July 1941. Published in
Naumov 1998, 474-476.

12 Destruction battalions were semi-voluntary units of the NKVD for fighting enemy
parachutists and local individuals who opposed the Soviet rule, in the front rear area.
Destruction battalions were recruited from among Party and Komsomol members and
from the “Soviet active” since the end of June 1941, but to a certain extent the mobilised
men were sent to these battalions as well. Destruction battalions committed
numerous atrocities against civilians in Estonian countryside (author’s comment).
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a 700-strong partisan regiment by 10 July 1941. In addition to this regiment,
a partisan detachment had to be established in each county'’ and in Tallinn (two
detachments in Viru county)."* All this remained on paper. While the personnel
was chosen and some raids to the German rear were made, it was of limited
importance in terms of the partisan movement as a whole.

On 22 July 1941, when half of Estonia was held by Germans, an underground
Party centre, a countrywide headquarters of the partisan detachments and illegal
Party centres of the counties were established to manage the resistance move-
ment.”” No real actions were undertaken by the members of the centres/head-
quarters in Estonia when occupied by the Germans. Most of them were arrested
in August/September 1941 and executed by shooting on the orders of the German
Field Police (Feldgendarmerie) or the Special Commando (Sonderkommando) 1A
of the Security Police Task Force A (Einsatzgruppe A).'

The Communist Party had the obligation of organising undercover cells and
tulfilling the leadership role. After the start of the war, a directorate for the for-
mation of partisan detachments and groups was set up at the USSR People’s
Commissariat of Defence for performing operative command functions. This
directorate was closed down as early as December 1941, because it was believed to
be inefficient, primarily due to its vague purpose. In the structure of the People’s
Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD), the organisation of the partisan move-
ment was the responsibility of the 4" directorate and the respective 4" depart-
ments of the subordinated commissariats for internal affairs in the Soviet and
autonomous republics.” The NKVD was also responsible for training the partisans

13 The Soviet administrative division was introduced in Estonian SSR only in 1950. Until
then, counties and civil parishes (rural municipalities) existed (however, beginning
with 1945, civil parishes were divided into village councils (author’s comment).

14 Minutes of the Bureau of the CC of the ECP “Abinéudest seoses Punaarmee vieosade
sunnitud taganemisega” [Measures in connection with the enforced retreat of
the Red Army units], 30 July 1941. Estonian National Archives (Eesti Rahvusarhiiv,
hereinafter: RA), ERAE1.4.71, pp. 121-124.

15 Excerpt from the Minutes of the Bureau of the CC of the ECP No. 16, 23 July 1941.
RA, ERAF.247.7.43, pp. 32-33; Presentation by Artur Vaha, 28 August 1941. RA,
ERAFA4.1.209, pp. 33-34.

16 See German Security Police investigation files: Arbon, Herman Hermani p. RA,
ERA.R-819.2.71; Cher, Oskar Juhani p. RA, ERA.R-819.2.72; Kadakas, Erich Jaani
p- RA, ERA.R-819.2.73; Ruus, Neeme Alfredi p. RA, ERA.R-819.2.74.

17  3ammcka Hapkoma BHyTpeHHux fen CCCP B Tocymapcrsennsit Komurer O60poHs!
0 CO3/IaHVM MAPTU3AHCKUX OTPSAOB M [MBEPCHOHHDIX TPYIII IS HENCTBUIL B THUTY
npotusHIKa [Note to the State Defence Committee by the People’s Commissar of Internal
Affairs of the USSR on organisation of the partisan detachments and diversion groups for
the activities in the enemy’s rear], 8 August 1941. Published in: Patrushev 2000a, 464-466.
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and saboteurs in special purpose training centres and military units before they
were dispatched to the German rear.'®

In 1942, after the front had stabilised, the Soviet leadership came to the con-
clusion that the local Party organisations and headquarters of the fronts and
armies did not have sufficient ability to coordinate the partisan movement.
With a regulation of the Soviet State Defence Committee, of 30 May 1942,
the Central Headquarters of the Partisan Movement (CHPM) was established at
the Headquarters of the Supreme Command, and Panteleimon Ponomarenko,
First Secretary of the Communist Party of Belorussia, was appointed as
the Chief of Staff. Vasilii Sergienko, People’s Commissar for Internal Affairs of
the Ukrainian SSR, and Colonel Taras Korneev from the Intelligence Directorate
of the People’s Commissariat of Defence were appointed by the NKVD as mem-
bers of the staff. Operative headquarters were established at Ukrainian, Bryansk,
Western, Kalinin, Leningrad, and Karelian fronts.

The tasks of the Central Headquarters included expansion of the par-
tisan movement, training of organisers and dispatching them to the enemy’s
rear, establishing reserve units of the partisan movement, building connections
with partisan detachments to strengthen their political and military leadership,
organisation of political propaganda among the residents of occupied areas, and
expanding the network of underground Party and Komsomol organisations in
cooperation with the central committees of the Communist Parties of the Soviet
republics and the Party organisations of the oblasts and krais."

The order of the USSR People’s Commissar of Defence, of 5 September 1942,
established specific objectives for the partisan movement together with a new
structure. The main elements included the typical methods of partisan warfare —
terror, diversion, and sabotage. However, there were also reconnaissance tasks
and a duty to conduct political and organisational work amongst the population.*

On 6 September 1942, the People’s Commissariat of Defence appointed
Marshal Kliment Voroshilov as the Commander in Chief of the partisan
movement, and approved the statues of the CHPM. The latter was supposed to

18 See Joknapnas samucka YHKB]I mo r. MockBe u MockoBckoit o6mactu Ne 1/1079
B MK n MI'K BKII(6) 06 ot6ope ciayuraterneit B cremnyanpayo mkony [Report by
the Moscow City and Oblast NKVD Administration to Moscow City Committee
of the All-Union Communist (Bolshevist) Party on the selection of students for
the special training centre], 9 November 1941. Published in: Patrushev et al. 2000b, 296.

19 ITocranosnenue Ne TOKO-1837cc [Regulation of the State Defence Committee], 30
May 1942. Published in: Patrushev et al. 2003, 507-510.

20  Order of the USSR People’s Commissar of Defence No. 00189, 5 September 1942
“O 3amavax maprusanckoro asmkenus” [On the tasks of the partisan movement].
RA, ERAF4.1.3, pp. 6-9.
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conduct partisan movement in the enemy’s rear, using the partisan headquar-
ters of the Soviet republics and oblasts for practical assistance. The Estonian
Headquarters of the Partisan Movement (EHPM, see below) was also estab-
lished on this basis.*" As a rule, the secretary of the Party Central Committee of
the Soviet or autonomous republic (or the secretary of the oblast committee in
case of oblasts) was appointed as the figurehead of the headquarters. The work
itself was managed by a staff member from the NKVD, either as a deputy chief
of staft or head of the operations department.

The Chief Command of the Partisan Movement was liquidated on 19
November 1942, and the CHPM was brought back under the Headquarters of
the Supreme Command.*” The CHPM itself lost its purpose and was liquidated in
January 1944. The local headquarters of the partisan movement were retained and
placed under the operative command of the war councils of the fronts and armies.?

Dispatch of partisans to Estonia from the Soviet rear 1941-1942

No local undercover communist network emerged or was created in Estonia
either in 1941, or in the subsequent years. The phenomenon that, later on, Soviet his-
toriography labelled as local “resistance of the whole people” was actually a fiction.
In reality, the partisan movement was directed from the rear of the Soviet Union.

At first, the formation and dispatch of partisan detachments for Estonia was
overseen by Artur Vaha,** former head of department of the CC of the ECP, who
had been assigned as senior instructor of the political directorate of the Leningrad
front. After the siege of Leningrad began in September 1941, Estonian commu-
nists were transported deeper to the Soviet rear over Lake Ladoga. Initially,
organisation of the partisan movement was an issue of secondary importance
for the CC of the ECP and the CPC of the Estonian SSR. By that time, any con-
nections to those who had remained in Estonia for undercover work had been

21 Sokolov 2008, 41-45.

22 Tlocranosmenue Ne ['KO-2527cc [Regulation of the State Defence Committee],
19 November 1942. Published in: https://www.prlib.ru/item/1351062 [15.09.2023].

23 Ilocranosnenne I'KO Ne 4945cc [Regulation of the State Defence Committee],
13 January 1944. Published in: Patrushev et al. 2007, 35-37.

24 Artur Vaha (1900-1976). He was born in Tartu county, was a worker in Moscow
during the First World War, joined the Red Army in 1918. Later was a worker in
Leningrad and a director of a machine tractor station in Western Siberia. Graduated
from the All-Union Academy of Agriculture in 1939. In March 1941, he was sent
to Estonia to work with the CC of the ECP. Served as State Audit Minister of
the Estonian SSR from 1945-1949, Minister of Agriculture from 1949-1951.
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lost, if they ever existed at all. Even some of the member lists of the ECP as late
as from 1943 include several names of communists left in Estonia with the note
“special assignments in Estonia”.

According to a presentation held in July 1943 by Nikolai Karotamm, Secretary
of the CC of the ECP, about 50 people were dispatched from Leningrad to Estonia
for undercover work from September to November 1941. There was no radio con-
nection and Karotamm himself did not know what had become of them.* It is
possible that these were the two sabotage groups formed in the Leningrad oblast:
21 fighters were sent to Estonia on 28 September 1941 from the 1* (191*) Estonian
partisan detachment (commanded by Nikolai Katkov) and 27 fighters from the 2™
(205'") Estonian partisan detachment (commanded by Nikolai Shalomov).?

In the first half of the year 1942, the Bureau of the CC of the ECP and other
leading communists were assembled in Moscow. The Bureau appointed Artur
Vaha as the organiser of the Estonian partisan movement, now in the position of
the head of the military department of the Central Committee. In early March
1942, the CC of the CPSU ordered 200 “best soldiers” to be released from the 7
Estonian Rifle Division, which was being formed at the time, to the CC of the ECP
in order to prepare 15-20 sabotage and partisan groups for dispatch to Estonia.?”

On 1 April 1942, the first group of future partisans/saboteurs began their
training at the 7" Estonian Rifle Division in a special-assignment unit (omps0
0c06020 HasHaveHus).”® By mid-June 1942, 208 partisans had completed their
training and were assembled in Ivanovo.”” A second group, with 350 mem-
bers, selected from the 1 Estonian Reserve Regiment and 249 Estonian Rifle
Division, began their training at the 7" Estonian Rifle Division in the special-as-
signment unit in June 1942. Colonel Abram Ratner was appointed as commander
of the group.®® After training, this group was sent to Ivanovo as well. A third

25  Nikolai Karotamm to Lieutenant General Panteleimon Ponomarenko, Chief of Staff
of the CHPM, 7 July 1943. RA, ERAE4.1.7, p. 51.

26 Chnmcku nuuHOro cocraBa I-ro u II-ro sCTOHCKMX MAapTU3AHCKUX OTPSJOB
(xomangupel orpsa Karkos n Ilamomos) [Personnel lists of the 1% and 2™
Estonian partisan detachments (detachment commanders Katkov and Shalomov)],
27 September 1941 and 11 January 1942. RA, ERAE4.5.1, pp. 2-3, 6, 9.

27  Karotamm to Georgy Malenkov, Secretary of the CC of the CPSU, 19 March 1942.
RA, ERAE1.1.375.

28  Coded message from Y[efim]. Shchadenko, Deputy People’s Commissar of Defence,
Ne T'Y®/200 m1, 26 May 1942. RA, ERAF.1.1.857, p. 26.

29  Karotamm to Ponomarenko, 17 June 1942. RA, ERAF.1.1.375.

30 Abram Ratner (born 1900, date of death unknown). Served in the Joint State Political
Directorate (OGPU) from 1927 and later in the NKVD; was head of division and
department in the State Security Main Directorate of the NKVD. Sent to reserve in
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group with 150 saboteurs, selected from the 1 Estonian Reserve Regiment, began
their training at Podolsk Infantry School in mid-September 1942." Later, training
continued mostly in Ivanovo, but special courses took place elsewhere as well.
520 persons, including 328 in Ivanovo, were registered as Estonian partisans by
10 September 1942.%2 On 10 November, Karotamm informed the Chief of Staff
of the CHPM that 655 partisans, including 23 radio operators, had been trained
or were currently in training. Another 22 radio operators were taking courses.”

Multiple plans were drafted for the partisan network. On 17 June 1942,
Karotamm sent a report to the Chief of Staff of the CHPM, stating that 208
partisans/saboteurs were awaiting in Ivanovo for their dispatchment to Estonia.
The plan was to create four partisan detachments, each with 50 fighters, to cover
the counties of Petseri, Voru, Tartu, and Viru. The dispatch of partisans to Estonia
was to take place in cooperation with the North-Eastern Front and the Leningrad
Front.** A couple of weeks later, on 1 July 1942, the Bureau of the CC of the ECP
decided to divide Estonia into three regions. A trustee of the CC of the ECP was
envisaged for each region. The appointed trustees included Oskar Sall (codename
Otto Kivi) for North Estonia, Tarmo Talvi (Jaan Jarv) for South Estonia, and Jaan
Kalu (Andres Meri) for West Estonia. The trustees of the Central Committee
oversaw the appointment of further seven Party organisers for cities or counties.”

On 10 July 1942, the Chief of Staft of the CHPM, Ponomarenko, approved
the 1942 plan for the partisan movement in Estonia. Another plan for the net-
work of partisan groups in Estonia was prepared. In total, the partisan net-
work included a larger partisan detachment in South Estonia and ten smaller
organisational groups, each with 13-20 members. A procedure was envisaged for
communication between the detachment and the groups. According to the plan,
the units had to be active by 25 July 1942 at the latest.*

1939. 1942-1944 head of division and department of the NKVD special department
for the Kalinin front and the 1% Baltic front (from 1943, Smersh administration).
Retired in 1948. Available: https://nkvd.memo.ru/index.php/PaTtnep, A6pam_
Maxcumonud/ [18.09.2023].

31 Coded messages from Y[efim]. Shchadenko, Deputy People’s Commissar of Defence,
Ne TY®/199 m1, 25 May 1942; Ne I'Y®/265 1, 14 August 1942; Ne I'Y®D/291m1. RA,
ERAF.1.1.857, pp. 25, 27-28.

32 Statement of the military department of the CC of ECP, 10 September 1942. RA,
ERAF.1.1.376.

33  Karotamm to Ponomarenko, 10 November 1942. RA, ERAE1.1.377.

34 Karotamm to Ponomarenko, 17 June 1942.

35 Lumi 1967, 67.

36  IDnau Llenrpanbroro lltaba [TapTusanckoro JIByyKeHVsI IO OPraHU3ALNN, 3AChIIKE
U [eJICTBUAX MAapTU3AHCKUX OTPAROoB 1 rpymm Icrorckoit CCP [Plan of the Central
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The first group headed out towards Estonia by foot in early August 1942.
These 48 fighters (“Harju-Petseri Detachment”) established six organisational
groups that were supposed to work in Harju, Voru, Viru, Tartu, Petseri (Pechory),
and Valga counties.” The platoon crossed the front line on 13 August 1942 in
Kalinin Oblast. On 19 August, they had their first skirmish with German troops
near the village of Golubov, after which the platoon scattered. In September, two
groups reached Petseri county: a 9-strong group No. 552 commanded by Tarmo
Talvi and a 7-strong group No. 551 commanded by Ivan Yusev. In total, this made
16 men.*® The partisan group of Tarmo Talvi had a couple of skirmishes with
the Estonian Home Guard in October 1942 in which most of the group members,
including Talvi, were killed, and the group disbanded after that. The group of
Ivan Yusev split after arriving in Estonia. The Petseri group commanded by Yusev
established a base in the forests of Bor-Belkovo (some 10 kilometres to north-east
from Pskov) but they were soon discovered and the group was destroyed.** A total
of 14 individuals died, were imprisoned or went missing. Seven people, including
two radio operators, were evacuated back across the front line. 11 fighters never
reached Estonia and continued as partisans in the platoon of Vladimir Margo*’
in Belorussia.*!

Headquarters of the Partisan Movement on organisation, dispatching and actions of
partisan detachments and groups in the Estonian SSR], 26 July 1942. RA, ERAF4.1.4,
pp. 2-22.

37  VIToru 60eBoii eATEeTbHOCTH MAPTU3AHCKMX OTPAZ0B. CIMCOK MapTU3aHCKYX TPYIII,
orpanos u 6purappr AcroHckoro IllTaba [TapTusaHckoro JIBykeH1A HaPaBICHHBIX
B TbUI [Results of the military actions of the partisan detachments. List of partisan
groups, detachments and brigades, dispatched to the [enemy’s] rear by the Estonian
Headquarters of the Partisan Movement], 1945. RA, ERAF.4.1.160, pp. 7-8.

38  Pavel Stamm, instructor of the military department of the CC of the ECP, to
Karotamm, 1942. RA, ERAE4.1.7, pp. 10-13.

39  Circular of department B IV of the Estonian Security Police, 15 October 1942. RA,
ERA.R-93.1.7, p. 51.

40 Vladimir Margo (1913-1977), Major, was from 1942-1944 commander of the 5%
Kalinin Partisan Brigade. Before the war, he had been a teacher and education
official in the Sebezh rayon and in Velikiye Luki. After the war, he was chairman
of the Executive Committee of the Sebezh rayon and later head of the education
department of Velikiye Luki Oblast. He was an ethnic Latvian. Available: https://
sebezh-gid.ru/wiki?name=Bragumup%20Mapro [18.09.2023].

41 O6sAcHNMTeNbHAA 3aNMCKa K CBOJIKE IIePeOpPOIIEHHBIX B DCTOHNUIO TAPTU3AHCKO-
muBepcuoHHBIX rpynmax [Explanatory note to the summary report on partisan and
diversion groups, dispatched to Estonia], 3 January 1943. RA, ERAF4.1.7, p. 14.
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Partisans/saboteurs dispatched to Estonia by the Estonian
Headquarters of the Partisan Movement from 1942-1943

The Bureau of the CC of the ECP discussed the development and command of
the partisan movement in Estonia again on 29 August 1942. In line with the tasks
assigned to the CHPM, they adopted a decision on the establishment of the head-
quarters of the partisan movement in the Estonian SSR, with the Secretary of
the CC of the ECP, Nikolai Karotamm, appointed as its head. A numbering system
(starting from number 11) was introduced for the partisan units. It was envisaged
that the detachments in a county would form a company, resulting in the estab-
lishment of three battalions: the North, West, and South Estonia battalions. As
the headquarters did not have appointed officials and its members were overloaded
with other duties, the headquarters remained mostly an organisation on paper.**

The formation of regional headquarters of the partisan movement started
in the autumn of 1942. The Estonian Headquarters of the Partisan Movement
(EHPM) was formed on the basis of regulation of the State Defence Committee
of the USSR of 3 November.** The headquarters was subordinated to the CHPM,
which was responsible for providing equipment and weapons. Nikolai Karotamm
was appointed as Chief of Staff, whereas actual work was managed by Lieutenant
Colonel Pavel (Paul) Stamm.** The structure of the headquarters included opera-
tional, reconnaissance, personnel, communications, equipment, financial, encod-
ing, administrative, and special departments. In addition, the headquarters

42 IIporokon 3acemanus JcroHckoro IllTaba maprusanckoro akenus Ne 1 [Minutes
of the meeting of the Estonian Headquarters of Partisan movement], 3 September
1942. RA, ERAF.4.1.190, pp. 1-2; Karotamm to Ponomarenko, 7 September 1942.
RA, ERAF.1.1.376.

43 Decision of the CPC of the USSR No. 2469, 3 November 1942. RA, ERAF4.1.1,
13; Order of Marshal Kliment Voroshilov, Commander in Chief of the partisan
movement, No. 0062 “O6 o6pasoBanuu ScroHckoro Illtaba mapTusaHCKOTO
newxernst” [On the formation of the Estonian Headquarters of Partisan movement],
10 November 1942.

44 Paul Stamm (1901-1967) was arrested in Tartu in 1921 for subversive actions and
was exiled to Soviet Russia. He studied at the Moscow University and served in
the Cheka, the OGPU and the NKVD. In 1937, he became deputy head of department
at the NKVD Leningrad Oblast Directorate, and in 1940 deputy commander of
the NKVD Nizhne-Amursk prison camp. Was sent to retirement in November
1940. After the war, he was a head of department at the CC of the ECP. Available:
https://nkvd.memo.ru/index.php/IlItamm,_ITaBen_IOmmycosuu [18.09.2023].
IToctanosnenne Ne TOKO-2469cc “O mapTm3aHCKOM [BIDKEHUM B DCTOHCKOI
CCP” [Regulation of the State Defence Committee on the partisan movement in
the Estonian SSR], 3 November 1942. Published in: https://www.soldat.ru/doc/gko/
text/2469.html [15.09.2023].
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commanded a single unit for special assignments, a training centre, a reserve
unit, and a mobile radio unit.*

Between 14 March and 5 May 1943, the EHPM dispatched five organisational
groups to Estonia, charged with the task of establishing contacts with possible
undercover communist organisations, doing propaganda work, forming new
partisan units, and reporting back with information on German military units
and the mood among local residents. These groups were short-lived. The group
headed by Oskar Sall, trustee of the CC of the ECP for North Estonia, landed
near Sonda on 14 March. The group had been assigned to operate in Viru county
and to prepare a base for a second group (commanded by Jaak Karu) that landed
on 5 May 1943. As early as 28 May, both groups were rounded-up and destroyed
near the village of Sirtsi, some ten kilometres south of Kivioli.

The group of Jaan Kalu, trustee for Western Estonia, landed on 17 March
1943 at the boundary between Piarnu and Viljandi counties. They established
their base in the village of Riisa (currently in the Soomaa National Park), near
Halliste River. They managed to post three flyers and report back to the EHPM
with some reconnaissance*® before the Home Guard eliminated the group in
a raid on 18 June 1943.

The group of Albert Koppel landed on 15 March 1943 near Lake Endla, but
the Home Guard destroyed it in a raid on 19 March. The group of Otto Saks that
operated in Viljandi county was also soon liquidated. Otto Saks was the only
one to survive and he hid in the forests of Viljandi county until the Red Army
returned in late summer the next year.”

The arrival of subsequent groups was no longer a secret for the German secu-
rity authorities. According to the statements of captured or surrendered partisans,
the German Abwehr and Security Police knew the names and assignments of
the trained personnel of the groups even before they were dispatched to Estonia.*®

45  Orders of the Commander in Chief of the partisan movement No. 2469, 3 November
1942; No. 0062, 31 December 1942; No. 034/342, 22 July 1943. RA, ERAF4.1.1,
13; RA, ERAE4.1.1, pp. 13, 19, 42; RA, ERAF.4.1.5, 58. Request for permissions by
P. Stamm, Deputy Chief of the EHPM, to the commandant of the City of Leningrad,
10 February 1944. RA, ERAEA4.1.16, p. 26; Request for permissions by V. Kuusik,
Commander of the Reconnaissance/Information Department of the EHPM, to
the commandant of the City of Leningrad, 17 July 1944. RA, ERAE4.1.16, pp. 105-106.

46 Coded messages No. 6-8. RA, ERAF.4.1.184, pp. 6-8.

47  Lumi 1967, 110-121; Circular of department B IV of the Estonian Security Police,
4 April 1943. RA, ERA.R-59.1.92, pp. 100-103; Karotamm to Ponomarenko,
17 September 1942. RA, ERAFE.1.1.376.

48 See Report of the Estonian Security Police to the Police Director, A. Sinka, 15 June
1943. RA, ERA.R-77.1.5, p. 1.
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As none of the groups was able to organise any preparations, the earlier
plans of sending larger groups to Estonia never materialised. The EHPM had to
coordinate its subsequent efforts with the Leningrad Headquarters of the Partisan
Movement (LHPM). The EHPM was ordered to form a 60-strong partisan detach-
ment by 15 July 1943 and to parachute it to the western regions of Leningrad
Oblast by 1 August 1943 under the command of the LHPM.* The longer-term
plan was to expand the activity in the eastern counties of Estonia.*

A total of 178 partisans had been dispatched to Estonia and Leningrad Oblast
by 1 October 1943 (incl. 134 to Estonia). It was known that many of them had
reached Estonia but, due to insufficient communication, it was not known how
many were still active. A contact had been established with only two groups.”!
In the second half of 1943, the EHPM dispatched a further 12 partisan groups to
Estonia, with 81 members in total. These groups were also very short-lived, with
only 12 members surviving or escaping capture in hiding.

IImar Jiirisson (1912-1985) was one of the more prominent former partisans
in the Estonian SSR after the war. He was one of the best-known agricultural
figures in Soviet Estonia, having graduated from the Higher Party School at
the CC of the CPSU in 1948 and from the Estonian Agricultural Academy in
1953, specialising in livestock farming; he defended the candidate’s degree in
1977. He was director of the Estonian Farming and Amelioration Institute from
1959 to 1979, and was awarded two Orders of Lenin, an Order of the October
Revolution, and a USSR State Prize.>

49 In early August, the first group of 18 partisans, commanded by Aleksander Kruuse,
were dropped in the region supervised by the LHPM. The group operated as part
of Viktor Obyetkov’s partisan brigade in the area between Pskov and Gdov. See
Karotamm to Ponomarenko, “BHeouepepHoe foHeceHne 0 60€BBIX [ECTBIUSX
9CTOHCKOJ MAaPTM3aHCKON TPyNIbl npu Gpurage ToB. PaukoBa Ha BPeMEHHO
OKKyNMpOBaHHOI HeMiamy Teppuropun Jleno6mactu” [Extraordinary report on
the military operations of Estonian partisan group subordinated to the brigade
of comrade Rachkov in the territory of Leningrad oblast, temporary occupied by
the Germans], 29 August 1943. RA, ERAE4.1.7, p. 58.

50  Order of the Chief of staff of the CHPM No. 011 “O mepax 1o mamHeifmemy
pasBepTBIBAHMIO U aKTMBM3ALNM MAPTU3AHCKOTO [BIDKEHNUS Ha BPEMEHHO-
oxynuposaHHslit Tepputopuyt ICCP” [On the measures of the future deployment
and activisation of the partisan movement in the territory of the Estonian SSR,
temporarily occupied by the Germans], 5 July 1943. RA, ERAE4.1.1, p. 37.

51  CrpaBKa O YUC/IEHHOM COCTaBe IIAPTU3AHCKUX OTPSIOB [IAPTU3AHCKOTO [BVDKEHSI
Scronckoro ¢ponTa [Explanatory note on the number of personnel of the partisan
detachments of the partisan movement of the Estonian front], 1 October 1943. RA,
ERAE4.1.7, p. 68.

52 His work - particularly in developing the field of agriculture — was not forgotten
after restoration of Estonia’s independence. See Sirendi 2012.
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His partisan detachment (No. 579) consisted of an organisational group (6
members), and groups operating in Central Parnu county (7 members), Western
Parnu county (8 members), North-Western Parnu county (6 members), and
South-Western Piarnu county (7 members). The platoon was dropped in Estonia
in several dispatchments, on 10 September, 12 and 14 October, and 22 December
1943. L. Loorand was the commissar of the platoon, and Erich Meimre served
as head of reconnaissance. According to the report, the platoon derailed three
trains, damaging three locomotives and 21 carriages, blew up a rail bridge in
Pérnu county, and destroyed 3 km of communication lines. Allegedly, they killed
30 members of a “punitive squad” while 100 men had been killed as a result of
derailing the trains. The Home Guard put an end to the operations of the group
in December 1943 by destroying the base of Jiirisson’s detachment.”® According
to the reviews of the reconnaissance department of the EHPM, the platoon
destroyed 3 trucks and 1 passenger car, derailed 4 trains, damaging 4 locomo-
tives and 46 carriages, killed 453 enemy troops and police officers, captured 30
prisoners, destroyed 400 m of rail track and 1200 m of communication lines, blew
up two rail and three road bridges.”* Obviously, the information on sabotage and
killed Home Guard and German military members was strongly exaggerated in
the reports.

Dispatchment of sabotage groups to Estonia in cooperation with
the Leningrad Headquarters of the Partisan Movement

In early 1944, the front line reached the Estonian territory near Narva. This
resulted in a reorganisation of the command structure of the partisan move-
ment. As mentioned above, the CHPM was closed down in January 1944, and
the command of the partisan movement was given, formally, to the Party’s cen-
tral committee (or committee in oblasts) and the headquarters of the partisan
movement responsible for that Soviet republic or oblast.” This is the reason why
the EHPM was relocated from Moscow to Leningrad. On 6 February, 37 officers,
99 sergeants and 157 regular troops were sent from the former assembly centre

53  VItoru 60eBOI1 esATeIbHOCTI IAPTU3AHCKUX OTpsARoB [Results of the military actions
of the partisan detachments], RA, ERAE4.1.160, pp. 22-25.

54  VItorm 60eBoi ieATENbHOCTY 9CTOHCKMX HapTu3aH [Results of the military actions
of Estonian partisans], RA, ERAF4.1.161, p. 1.

55 ITocraHoBrenne I'KO Ne 4945cc [Regulation of the State Defence Committee],
13 January 1944. Published in: Patrushev 2007, 35-37.
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of Ivanovo to Leningrad.’® Preparations were launched, in cooperation with
the Leningrad Front, the headquarters of the 3* Baltic Front and the LHPM, for
dispatchment of larger partisan units to Estonia. The reasons for such cooperation
are unknown because, by that time, hundreds of partisans of Estonian origin had
been trained and were waiting in the rear to be dispatched to Estonia. It is pos-
sible that the Estonians were not trusted, but the trained Estonian partisans also
constituted a staff reserve for the continuation of the Sovietisation after the Red
Army had recaptured Estonia. In addition, there were thousands of experienced
partisans in Leningrad Oblast after the passing of the front, i.e. retreat of German
troops from the areas of their former activity, and they needed something to do.

Thus, eight sabotage groups (each including 12-13 saboteurs) and Viktor
Vennikov’s partisan detachment (the latter also included 44 saboteurs of Estonian
origin) were sent on airplanes over the front line, mostly to South Estonia, from
7 to 16 February 1944. Five of the groups did not include Estonians while the rest
included only a few. They were able to create some confusion in the German rear,
but did not gain special achievements and were destroyed in a couple of weeks.
Only 12 of the 156 saboteurs survived.”’

The next major joint action of the EHPM and the Leningrad Headquarters
of the Partisan Movement occurred from 24 February to 17 March when three
partisan brigades raided the rear of the Wehrmacht’s Army Detachment Narwa
that held the front line on the river of Narva.’® The brigades included volunteers
selected by the LHPM and partisans from the reserve of the EHPM (who consti-
tuted about a quarter of those dispatched to Estonia).”

The 1** and 2" Partisan Brigades, commanded by Andrey Filipov and Fedor
Yangirov, respectively, operated from 24 February to mid-March at the North-
Western coast of Lake Peipus. They managed to create significant confusion in
the German rear. After several skirmishes with the German rear defence units
and the Estonian Home Guard, the platoons returned to Russia across the ice of
Lake Peipus. The 3™ Partisan Brigade commanded by Dmitri Makarov did not
fare as well. Having walked over the ice on Lake Peipus, they reached the shore
between the villages of Omedu and Sidritsa, and immediately came under fire
from the Lake Peipus Coastal Guard on 12 March. On the same day, they held

56  Political information on relocation of the Single Special-Assignment Unit, 7-10
February 1944. RA, ERAF4.1.16, p. 28v. See also Letter from Major Suslov,
commander of the Red Army House in Ivanovo to the Secretary of the CC of
the ECP, 9 February 1944. RA, ERAF.1.1.889.

57  Vitoru 60eBOiI ZesITeNbHOCT TAPTU3AHCKIX OTPsOB, RA, ERAF.4.1.160, pp. 26-32.

58  Hiio 2006, 1051.

59  VItoru 60eBoIl HeATeNbHOCTI MAPTU3AHCKUX OTP:AN0B, RA, ERAF.4.1.160, pp. 32-35.
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a larger skirmish with the 3 Estonian Border Defence Regiment and the Home
Guard units in the forest of Muru, which was also the last serious action for them.
The leadership of the brigade was not familiar with the area and headed towards
Viru county, assuming that the 1* and 2" Partisan Brigades were operating there.
The German rear defence quickly mobilised the Home Guard units of Tartu,
Viru, and Jérva counties and they started to pursue the partisans with the mobile
units (Jagdkommando) of the 207" Security Division. The brigade moved north
along the Mustvee river but was rounded up and scattered near the village of
Ulvi. Only about ten of the 400 fighters in the brigade survived and were able to
return across Lake Peipus or hide in the forest.

The three brigades included a total of 790 saboteurs and less than a half of
them returned to the rear.®’

On 4 February 1944, the CC of the ECP presented a new plan for the use
of the trained partisan reserve. The reserve of the EHPM, 495 individuals in
total, was to be assembled in Leningrad from 7 to 10 February. The plan was to
dispatch 13 reconnaissance/sabotage groups to Estonia, each with 20 persons
including a radio operator. The assignments were envisaged on a grand scale -
organisation of partisan movement, reconnaissance, sabotage, propaganda, etc.®!
This plan was never put into practice. According to the instructions received
from Moscow, on 20 April 1944, the Bureau of the CC of the ECP adopted
a decision on the “Situation and tasks of the partisan movement in the Estonian
SSR”. The decision provided for dispatchment of small reconnaissance groups to
Estonia. Destruction of communication lines was to be avoided.®* According to
the EHPM,® 25 reconnaissance groups, consisting of a total of 68 individuals,
were dispatched to Estonia from 23 March to 12 September 1944 and most of
their members survived.®*

60  VITorm 60€eBOIT KesATENbHOCTY TAPTU3AHCKNX OTPsK0B, RA, ERAF4.1.160, pp. 49-50;
Vtoru 60eBOIl HesATETPHOCTM SCTOHCKMX IapTmsaH, 3 January 1945. RA,
ERAF.4.1.161, pp. 1-3; Operative reviews of the Home Guard, 18 February - 20
March 1944. RA, ERA.R-358.2.23, pp. 64-90. See also: Lumi 1967, 187-198.

61 IDman nepsoodepennbix Meponpyatuii LIK KII(6) DcTonun B ThiTy Bpara [Plan by
the CC of the ECP(B) on the first order measures in the enemy’s rear], 4 February
1944. Published in: Patrushev et al. 2007, 151-154.

62 Lumi 1967, 215.

63 At the same time, training of saboteurs continued in the rear of the Soviet Union
but, judging by the curricula, the goal of the training was now to prepare them as
reserve units for future authorities of the Estonian SSR. See Political information on
the work of the reserve assembly point of the EHPM from 28 May to 8 June 1944.
RA, ERAFA4.1.16, pp. 99-102.

64  VToru 60eBOII HeATeTbHOCTU MAPTU3AHCKUX OTPsnoB, RA, ERAF.4.1.160, pp. 5-6.



Peeter Kaasik

SOVIET PARTISAN MOVEMENT IN ESTONIA 1941-1944 51

On 10 August 1944, the Red Army broke through the German defence lines
(the so-called Marienburg Line) near Aliksne, North-Eastern Latvia, and soon
entered South-Eastern Estonia. They captured Tartu on 25 August, after which
the front line stabilised for three weeks at Emajogi river. In early September
1944, the EHPM was relocated to the southern part of Tartu county, in the rear
of the 3™ Baltic Front.® As the headquarters was no longer needed, the USSR
People’s Commissariat of Defence and the General Headquarters of the Red Army
ordered, on 2 October 1944, the EHPM to be disbanded by 20 October 1944.
The officers were reassigned to the personnel department of the USSR People’s
Commissariat of Defence, while the regular staff and sergeants were transferred
to the 123" Reserve Infantry Regiment. The assets and means of transportation
were given to the rear units of the 3™ Baltic Front.®

Conclusion

Partisan warfare requires availability of personnel, either in the form of
encircled troops or civilians motivated by national/ideological beliefs. For the par-
tisan movement to be effective, members of the resistance had to be supported
with equipment, weapons, additional personnel, evacuation of the wounded, and
ideological literature from the other side of the front line. However, even more
important was the environment in which the resistance fighters operated, incl.
the assistance from local residents (hideouts, provision with food and clothing,
intelligence collection, etc.). In fact, lack of local support was the greatest weak-
ness of the Soviet partisan movement in Estonia. No spontaneous local partisan
movement emerged. The efforts that were launched from the Soviet rear could
only formally be called a “partisan movement”. For the most part, it consisted
of saboteurs who, depending on timing, had been given various reconnaissance
and organisational assignments.®’

65 Order of Colonel Vasilyev, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Leningrad Front, Ne I /47721,
29 August 1944. RA, ERAF.4.1.16, pp. 148.

66  Order of Cherentsov, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Baltic Front, Ne Y11/02738,
3 October 1944. RA, ERAFA4.1.16, 160, p. 3.

67  Saboteurs and intelligence agents were dispatched to Estonia by the army, the Baltic
Fleet and the intelligence and counter-intelligence departments of the NKVD as
well, but they were not called “partisans”. One of those was Leen Kullmann (born in
1920), who was named Hero of the Soviet Union posthumously in 1965. According
to the Soviet narrative, she was captured by the Germans and shot in March 1943
in Tartu, while other sources claim that she collaborated with the Germans and died
in 1978 in West Germany.
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According to the official data, the EHPM of the CC of the ECP, in cooper-
ation with the CHPM, the LHPM and the Red Army, dispatched a total of 1354
partisans to Estonia from 1942 to 1944 (however, some of them never reached
Estonia). At least 750 of them were killed or captured by the German rear secu-
rity units (primarily by the Estonian Home Guard) and many of the partisans
of Estonian origin surrendered voluntarily. According to later Soviet sources,
further 387 persons joined the dispatched partisans in Estonia. This occurred
primarily in the rural areas of Petseri county with mostly ethnic Russian popu-
lation. However, more than a half of the accounted partisans belonged to an over
200-strong partisan platoon “Eagle” that never existed in reality. The actions of
the “Eagle” were described in post-war Soviet propaganda among other alleged
acts of diversion and sabotage that were included in the statistical reviews pre-
pared in 1944/1945, but were not confirmed by any other sources.*®

Discounting the people who allegedly joined the partisan groups, the figure
of 1354 Estonian partisans is rather small in the context of the entire Soviet
partisan movement. In addition, nearly 70% of the partisans/saboteurs were dis-
patched to Estonia by the LHPM that was not responsible for the organisation of
the partisan movement in Estonia. The partisans of the EHPM were not able to
achieve their main objective, which was to incite “widespread support by the pop-
ulation” for the partisan movement. They also did not succeed in establishing
undercover centres.

The second main objective was the organisation of sabotage acts. The respec-
tive results were impressive, at least on paper. In 1944/1945, the EHPM prepared
an overview of the work of individual partisan detachments, groups, and bri-
gades, listing the achievements of each unit in destroying the enemy’s troops
and infrastructure. Despite the fact that some of the groups only lasted for a few
hours, the overview credits them with achieving extensive destruction.

Below are the figures presented by the Headquarters of the Partisan
Movement, which deviate wildly from the information of the German police
authorities and the Wehrmacht’s rear command operating in Estonia:

« German troops killed — 3468 (incl. two generals and 44 general staff

officers);

« police officers and Estonian collaborators killed - 79;

« German troops captured as prisoners — 229;

o train echelons derailed - 11;

+ locomotives destroyed - 11;

« carriages destroyed — 139;

68 See Kaasik 2014, 98-104.
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« German garrisons destroyed — 8;

« total rail track destroyed (in 109 instances) — 5400 m;

« total communication lines destroyed (in 260 instances) — 36,000 m;

« rail bridges destroyed - 7;

« road bridges destroyed - 27;

« warehouses destroyed - 10.%

It is unknown how or when these facts were established and how they were
attributed to the EHPM’s partisan groups. Most likely, these are arbitrary figures
that were presented with the belief that nobody will ever attempt to verify them
or check them against the documents of German rear and security authorities.

It is true that the partisans dispatched by the EHPM committed acts of
sabotage. Some of the explosions, communication impairments and bridge deto-
nations were indeed caused by the same people who were mentioned in the doc-
uments of the partisan movement, and this is confirmed by the documents of
the German rear and security authorities.”” However, such actions constitute only
a small part of the massive destruction attributed to partisans in Soviet sources
and literature. Based on the Estonian example, it seems likely that exaggerating
partisan achievements by an order of magnitude was a common practice even
in those regions where partisan warfare was much more active and occurred on
a larger scale than in Estonia.

In addition to organisational efforts and sabotage, the third main objective
was reconnaissance to inform the Party, the security and intelligence agencies
and the Red Army of the events in Estonia. Some of the preserved documents,
such as radio messages from the partisan groups of the EHPM, seem to present
a more adequate picture of reality.”! The EHPM, in turn, prepared longer recon-

69 VITorm 60eBOIl [eATETPHOCTM 9CTOHCKMX HAapTMU3aH 3a Iepuox ¢ 14.08.1942-
13.09.1944 [Results of the military actions of Estonian partisans during the period
of 14.08.1942-13.09.1944], 17 December 1944. RA, ERAF.4.1.24, pp. 18-19. See
Kparkast cripaBKa 0 IeMCTBAX 9CTOHCKMX NapTH3aH Ha Teppuropuit JleHobmactu u
ICCP ¢ 1941-1945 [Short explanatory letter on the actions of Estonian partisans
on the territory of Leningrad Oblast and Estonian SSR in], 3 December 1946. RA,
ERAFA4.1.34, pp. 5-6.

70  See: Sicherungs-Division 207, Abteilung Ia, Kriegstagebuch Nr. 6, 1.1.1942-
31.12.1942. BArch, RH 26-207/13; Sicherungs-Division 207, Abteilung Ia,
Kriegstagebuch Nr. 7, 1.1.1943-30.6.1943. BArch, RH 26-207/20; Sich.Div. 207, Ia,
Kriegstagebuch Nr. 8, 1.7. bis 31.12.1943. BArch, RH 26-207/23. See also: Omakaitse
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naissance reports using the information received from the partisans in Estonia.
This information was submitted to the CHPM that used them for preparing gen-
eral reconnaissance reviews. For instance, the overview of the CHPM of 12 July
1943 includes a longer section on Estonia. While the data were outdated, they
were relatively accurate. However, it is unknown whether this information had
been received from the partisans dispatched to Estonia. At the time of presenting
the overview, there were no active groups in Estonia that could have communi-
cated this intelligence.”

The EHPM’s best successes came in training personnel for continued
Sovietisation of Estonia after the war. Nearly 2000 individuals were trained at
the special-assignment unit, the training centre and the EHPM reserve assembly
point in Pushkino, with only a third of them dispatched to Estonia as parti-
sans.”” After Estonia was captured, most of the people who participated in these
courses were employed at lower-level positions in the Party or Soviet administra-
tion (rural Party organisers, chairmen of rural executive committees, chairmen
of collective farms (kolkhozes) and directors of state farms (sovkhozes), etc.).”*

To conclude: Soviet partisan movement was a form of the non-conventional
warfare, directed and controlled by the Red Army respective headquarters,
the NKVD and, last but not least, the Communist Party. It was not a spontane-
ous resistance of the people under occupation. The environment for the partisan
movement in Estonia was hostile and most of the partisans, sent to Estonia in
1942-1944 were captured soon by the Estonian Home Guard or German rear
security units.
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PADOMJU PARTIZANU KUSTIBA IGAUNIJA, 1941-1944

Péters Kasiks

PhD, zinatniskais lidzstradnieks, Igaunijas Kara muzejs — Generala Laidonera muzejs
Zinatniskas intereses: Igaunijas Neatkaribas kars, Otrais pasaules kars Igaunija,
mezabrali Igaunija

Raksts sniedz parskatu par padomju partizanu darbibu Igaunija 1941.-1944. gada.
Partizani, kuri tika apmaciti padomju aizmuguré un iesatiti Igaunija pari frontes lini-
jai vai nomesti ar izpletni, lielakoties tika savervéti uz padomju aizmuguri evakuéto
vai Sarkanaja armija 1941. gada mobilizéto igaunu vidi. Sos partizanus komandéja
Igaunijas Partizanu kustibas §tabs, kas bija paklauts Partizanu kustibas centralajam
$tabam Maskava. Vairums Igaunija iesttito partizanu driz tika sagustiti vai ari padevas
pasi. Partizani Igaunija neradija ievérojamu kaitéjumu. Vacu okupacijas laika Igaunija
nenotika nacionala brunota pretosanas.

Atslégas vardi: pretosanas vacu okupacijai, padomju partizanu kustiba Otra pasaules kara
laika, Igaunija Otra pasaules kara laika, padomju partizani Igaunija

Kopsavilkums

Otra pasaules kara laika absolutaja vairakuma okupéto zemju izvérsas pretestiba
pret vacu okupaciju. Igaunija nebija iznémums. Ta¢u Igaunija nebija vérojama nacionala
brunota pretosanas. Igaunija no padomju aizmugures tika iesaititas daudzas ipasi apma-
citu diversantu un desantnieku grupas.

Padomju partizanu kustiba bija nekonvencionalas karadarbibas forma, ko vadija
un kontroléja attiecigie Sarkanas armijas $tabi, NKVD, ka ari ne mazaka méra -
Komunistiska partija. Ta nebija spontana okupacijai paklauto iedzivotaju pretestiba.

Partizani tika savervéti no padomju aizmuguré 1941. gada evakuéto padomju
aktivistu vidus, ka ari no Igaunija mobilizéto viru rindam. Liela dala Igaunija iesatito
“partizanu” nebija igauni. Partizanu darbibai Igaunija tika izvéléts ap 2000 personu,
ta¢u no vinu vidus uz Igauniju reali tika nosutita tikai tre$a dala. Vinu apmacibu un
nositisanu kontrolégja NKVD un Komunistiska partija. 1941.-1942. gada Maskava tika
dibinats Partizanu kustibas generalstabs, par kura prieksnieku tika iecelts Panteleimons
Ponomarenko. Tika izveidots ari Igaunijas Partizanu kustibas $§tabs Igaunijas
Komunistiskas (bol§eviku) partijas sekretara Nikolaja Karotamma vadiba.

Igaunija apstakli partizanu kustibai bija naidigi un vairums partizanu driz péc iera-
$anas krita igaunu zemessardzes vai vacu aizmugures drosibas vienibu gusta. 1944. gada
sakuma Igaunija pa aizsalu$o Peipusa ezeru tika iesutitas tris padomju partizanu bri-
gades diversijas aktu veik$anai Vacijas armiju grupas “Narva” aizmugureé. Ari vini
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driz tika sakauti, un tikai daziem partizaniem izdevas atgriezties frontes linijas otra
pusé. Zinojumos par partizanu darbibu ieklauti saraksti ar iznicinatiem celiem, tiltiem,
komunikacijas infrastruktiru, noliktavam un nogalinatiem vacu karaviriem. Tomeér
$ie dati lielakoties negtist apstiprinajumu attiecigajos igaunu zemessardzes vienibu, ka
ari par dros$ibu frontes aizmuguré Igaunija atbildigas Vérmahta 207. drosibas divizijas
zinojumos.

Sanemts / Submitted 10.09.2023.
© 2023 Peeter Kaasik, Latvijas Universitate
Raksts publicéts brivpieeja saskana ar Creative Commons
Attiecindjuma-Nekomercials 4.0 Starptautisko licenci (CC BY-NC 4.0)
This is an open access article licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License (CC BY-NC 4.0) (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



