PRIEKSVARDS.
BRUNOTAS PRETOSANAS KUSTIBAS
VESTURI PARDOMAJOT

Sis “Latvijas Véstures Institiita Zurnala” numurs ir ipass — tas pilniba vel-
tits Otra pasaules kara un péckara brunoto pretosanas kustibu Centralas un
Austrumeiropas regiona vésturei.

Auksta kara laika, regionam ilgstosi atrodoties padomju ideologijas gusta,
§1s tematikas objektiva pétnieciba nebija iespéjama, tapat ka loti ierobezota bija
Dzelzs priekskara austrumu pusé eso$o valstu vésturnieku ieklau$anas Rietumu
zinatniskaja aprité un sabiedriskas domas veido$ana par $o laiku. Kaut ari pédéjas
desmitgadés ir notikusi lidzsinéjas historiografijas kritiska parvértésana un zinat-
niskaja aprité ir ieviesti daudzi agrak nepieejami padomju drosibas institaiciju
arhivu dokumenti, tajos balstitas publikacijas nereti ir vairak deskriptivas un tikai
lokali orientétas, izpaliekot starpdisciplinariem un salidzino$iem pétjjumiem.

Sis tematiskais numurs ir veidots, lai izvérstu brunotas pretosanas kusti-
bas izpétes hronologisko un geografisko ietvaru un raditu plasaku skatijumu
uz Otra pasaules kara laika bezvalstiskuma zona jeb divu totalitaro rezimu -
Padomju Savienibas un nacionalsocialistiskas Vacijas dubultas agresijas loka
nonakuso teritoriju iedzivotaju ricibspéju, kas visbiezak izpaudas ka sadarbiba,
pretosanas vai pielagosanas. Turklat atskiriba no nacistu vai to sabiedroto oku-
pétas Rietumeiropas iedzivotajiem, kuriem Otra pasaules kara beigas Eiropa
1945. gada 8. maija atnesa brivibu, PSRS Sarkanas armijas ienemtajam Centralas
un Austrumeiropas valstim tas noziméja vai nu vienas okupacijas varas nomainu
ar otru, vai ari ilgstoSu atrasanos sovetizacijas ietekmé. Brunota pretosanas $aja
regiona ilga vél vairak neka desmitgadi un, nesamérojama parspéka makta, apsta-
jas tikai péc tautas revolicijas sakaves Ungarija 1956. gada.

Zurnala ieklauti Latvijas, Igaunijas, Polijas un Ukrainas vésturnieku zinat-
niskie raksti, kas ir veltiti gan Centralas un Austrumeiropas tautu pasnoteiksanas
un nacionalo interesu aizstavésanas procesa veidotu, gan Vacijas un PSRS nekon-
vencionalas kara veSanas rezultata raditu preto$anas kustibu militaro forméjumu
véstures, historiografijas, ka ari kolektivas atminas problematikai. Brunotas pre-
tosanas fenomena komplicétais raksturs Centralaja un Austrumeiropa atklajas
gan dazadu pretosanas kustibu atskirigajos pretiniekos vai sabiedrotajos (Vacija
un/vai PSRS), gan to savstarpéja antagonisma, kas izrietéja no to politiskajiem
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meérkiem (orientacija uz nacionalo neatkaribu vai padomju valstiskumu), gan ari
starpetniskajas (lietuviesu-polu, polu-ukrainu u. c.) sadursmés.

It 1pasi jaizcel sadarbiba ar ukrainu vésturniekiem, kas notikusi laika péc
Krievijas Federacijas 2022. gada 24. februari uzsakta plasa méroga kara pret
Ukrainu. Putina Krievijas militara agresija un vardarbiba Ukraina lauj vilkt
spilgtas paraléles ar nacionalsocialistiskas Vacijas un Padomju Savienibas nozie-
gumiem to okupétajas vai anektétajas teritorijas pirms 70-80 gadiem. Savukart
musdienu Krievijas propaganda, méginot attaisnot savu uzbrukumu Ukrainai,
atgadina ari tas ilgstoSos centienus diskreditét ukrainu, polu, lietuviesu, latviesu
un igaunu brunotas pretosanas kustibas.

Ar pretosanas kustibu saistitu tému un jautajumu daudzveidibu atsedz ari
$aja numura sniegtais ieskats vésturnieku diskusija “Latvijas nacionalie partizani:
izpétes stavoklis, problémas un izaicinajumi”, kas notika 2023. gada 13. maija
Nacionalas pretosanas kustibas muzeja Renda.

Papildinot skatljumu uz brunotas preto$anas izpétes situaciju, saja numura
ieklautas Baltijas valstu okupacijas un pretosanas vésturei veltitu jaunako mono-
grafiju un rakstu krajumu recenzijas. Tas demonstré brunotas pretosanas kusti-
bas tematikas zinatnisko aktualitati, dazadu pétniecisko pieeju pastavésanu un
nepieciesamibu veikt gan turpmakus fundamentalus pétijumus, gan konceptuali
pardomat un militaras, politiskas un socialas véstures mijiedarbiba no jauna
kontekstualizét pretosanas kustibas véstures kopainu.

Cerams, $is tematiskais numurs vairos zinasanas par Centralas un
Austrumeiropas regionam nozimigu véstures procesu un paradibu parnacionalu
nozimi un regionalam ipatnibam, veicinas Baltijas valstu Otra pasaules kara un
péckara véstures labaku izpratni un sekmigaku ieklausanos kopéja Eiropas veés-
tures stasta. Tapat tas apliecina potencialu un nepiecieS$amibu cie$akai sadarbibai
un polemikai §i regiona pagatnes pétnieku vida, kas vérsta uz jaunu teorétiski
metodologisku pieeju pielietojumu 20. gadsimta 40.-50. gadu pretosanas kustibu
un Ipasi brunotas preto$anas pétnieciba.
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PREFACE.
RECONSIDERING HISTORY OF THE ARMED
RESISTANCE MOVEMENT

This issue of the Journal of the Institute of Latvian History is special - it is entirely
dedicated to the history of armed resistance movements in Central and Eastern
Europe during the Second World War and in the post-war period in the 1940s-1950s.

During the Cold War, as the region was held captive by the Soviet ideology,
objective research of this topic was impossible. Historians living on the east-
ern side of the Iron Curtain also had very limited opportunities of taking part
in the Western academic life and in the shaping of the public opinion about
the relevant period. Although in the recent decades the existing historiography
has been critically reassessed and many earlier inaccessible archival documents
of the Soviet security institutions have been introduced into the scholarly circu-
lation, the publications based on them are often descriptive or locally focused;
thus, there is a shortage of comparative and interdisciplinary studies on this topic.

This thematic issue seeks to expand the chronological and geographical
framework of the research of the armed resistance movement and to broaden
the understanding of the legal capacity of the populations that, during the Second
World War, found themselves in a stateless zone, i. e., in the sphere of the double
aggression of the two totalitarian regimes, the Soviet Union and the National
Socialist Germany. In most cases, their legal capacity was limited to collaboration,
resistance, or adaptation. Furthermore, while for the populations of the Western
European countries occupied by the Nazis or their allies, the end of the Second
World War in Europe on 8 May 1945 brought liberation, for the Central and
Eastern European states captured by the Soviet Red Army it meant the replace-
ment of one occupation rule with a different one or suffering Sovietisation for
many years. In this region, armed resistance lasted for more than a decade and
ended only after the suppression of the People’s Revolution in Hungary in 1956,
outpowered by an incommensurably stronger force.

This volume contains scholarly articles by historians from Latvia, Estonia,
Poland, and Ukraine. They focus on the history, historiography, and collective
memory of the military resistance units formed for the protection of the self-de-
termination and national interests of Central and East European nations or as
a result of the unconventional warfare practices by Nazi Germany and the USSR.
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The complicated nature of the phenomenon of armed resistance in Central and
Eastern Europe becomes evident both through the different enemies / allies of
different resistance movements (Germany and/or USSR) and their mutual antag-
onism following from their respective political goals (national independence or
Soviet statehood), as well as through inter-ethnic clashes (e. g., Lithuanian—Polish,
Polish-Ukrainian) that they were involved in.

We especially appreciate co-operation with Ukrainian scholars that took
place after the full-scale war was launched by the Russian Federation against
Ukraine on 24 February 2022. The military aggression and violence of Putin’s
Russia against Ukraine reveals striking parallels with the crimes committed
by Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union in the territories they had occupied or
annexed 70-80 years ago. Russia’s present-day attempts at justifying its invasion
into Ukraine also reminds of its consistent efforts to discredit the Ukrainian,
Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian, and Estonian armed resistance movements.

The diversity of topics and issues related to the resistance movement is also
manifested by an insight into historians’ discussion “The National Partisans of
Latvia: Research Status, Problems, and Challenges” that took place in the National
Resistance Museum in Renda on 13 May 2023.

To achieve a more comprehensive picture of the current status of the research
of the armed resistance movement, this issue also offers reviews of recently
published books on the history of the occupation and resistance of the Baltic
nations. These book reviews, same as the relevant books, demonstrate the aca-
demic urgency of the topic of the armed resistance movement, the existence of
different research approaches, and the need to conduct fundamental studies as
well as conceptually to reconsider the big picture of the history of the resistance
movement and place it into the context of military, political, and social history.

We hope that this thematic issue will spread knowledge about the supra-
national importance and regional specifics of the historical processes and phe-
nomena important for Central and Eastern Europe and, among other things,
promote the understanding of the history of the Baltic States during and after
the Second World War and contribute to its integration into the common story of
European history. This volume also asserts a potential and need for cooperation
and polemics among the researchers of the history of this region, striving towards
the application of new theoretical and methodological approaches in the study of
the resistance movements, especially the armed ones, of the 1940s-1950s.
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